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ADVERTISEMENT. 

For the purpose of conveying instruction 
to young people at School^ the method of 
letters from a Mother was adopted, as the 
most natural and convenient, and as the 
most likely to engage the attention of those 
for whose use the volume is designed. 

It is hoped, the letters of Laura will not 
be considered as intruders in these pages. 
While they were intended to render the work 
somewhat more amusing to the young reader, 
it will be seen that it was not with a view to 
her amusement only that they were written. 
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That the best interests of their ^oimg 
friends — to whom the Volume is aiFection- 
ately dedicated — ^may be promoted by its 
penisal, is the sincere wish of the 

MOTHER AND DAUGHTER. 
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LETTER L 



MY DEAR, DEAR MOTHER, 



During the greatest part of my journey 
yesterday^ I employed myself in planning a 
long letter^ which I fully intended to write to 
you as soon as I arrived. It was chiefly ahout 
the pain I felt at parting with you ^ and al- 
though I feel it as much^ almost, to day as I 
did yesterday, yet I think you will be better 
pleased to hear something of my new situa- 
tion, and how I like Mrs. W. 

I shall never forget what I felt, as we drove 
out of town yesterday morning : however, I 

B 
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% CORBfiSPONOBNCE BETWEEN 

determined to keep it all to myself, and thought 
I had quite dried up my tears 5 but just as 
we turned o£P the common on to the London 
road, I happened, unfortunately, to look at the 
mile-stone, where, you remember, our learned 
overseers inform us that, *' Here end the parish 
of St. Gregory." So beginning to laugh (as I 
intended at least) at our Suffolk grammar, it 
turned into a fit of crying, or something be- 
tween laughing and crying, I scarcely know 
which. After that, the country was very flat 
and dull for many miles, and at last I began 
to grow stupid and sleepy. But I cannot stay 
now to tell you more about the journey, espe- 
cially as nothing particular happened all the 
rest of the way. 

We did not arrive here till eight o'clock in 
the evening, when, after driving quite through 
a long dullish-looking street, we stopped at 
Mrs. W.'s gate. It is a red-brick house, the 
last in the village, and stands in a garden, a 
little way back from the road, with an immense 
tow of tall poplars b^ore it, looking like so 
many sentinels. 

I cannot tell you what I felt, as I walked 
up the gravel walk to the hall door, where 
MnuW. herself stood to receive me. She 
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spoke very kindly^ and looked more agreeable 
than I expected. She first took me into her 
own parlour, and b^an to make many inqni* 
ries about you and papa> and so on : but I fdt 
so stiff and strange you can't imagine ! and JL 
am sure she thought me the stupidest creature; 
for I could think of nothing in the world to 
say, but " yes, ma'am," and ''no, ma'am;" 
and so I sat twisting my gloves : till at last 
she proposed introducing me to the young 
ladies. 

Only five of them are yet come ; but fifteen 
more are expected in a day or two. You can- 
not think how forlorn I felt, when I found 
myself shut up with these five strange girls in 
the school-room. It was then growing quite 
dusk, so that I could not discern their faces, 
nor they mine. I could only see that we were 
in a large room, without any carpet, with a 
long table set out in the middle, and an im- 
mense pair of globes in one comer* I sat down 
by myself in a window-seat, and two of the 
girls were sitting in the other, whispering to 
each other 3 and I observed that one of them 
leaned forward sometimes to peep at me. The 
other three were only little ones. I think I 
never, in my whole life, felt so uncomfortable 
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as I did then. However^ it did not last long; 
for in a few minutes^ one of the girls who had 
been whispering in the window-seat^ came and 
seated herself by me^ and spoke in the most 
firee^ affectionate manner you can imagine. 
Her name is Jessy Cooke— a pretty name^ isn't 
it? She said she remembered how miserable 
she was the first day she came to school^ and 
that she always felt a great deal for new girls ; 
and she added^ which I thought very kind^ 
that she had never felt so much for any one 
as for me. I thanked her^ and said that I did, 
indeed, feel rather uncomfortable, as I had 
never left my dear father and mother before, 
and as I was not much accustomed to see 
. strangers. ^^ Strangers ! that's a cold word," 
said she; ''you must not apply it to me, in- 
deed you must not!" and then she took my 
hand, and said, in the kindest manner," I hope 
you will allow me to be your /riend'" How 
little did I expect to find one so soon ! She is 
all heart, and so unreserved ! 

The other young lady. Miss Grace Daere, 
is of quite a different temper. Jessy Cooke told 
me so : and if she had not, I should soon have 
found it out J for the moment the candles came 
in, she^ave me such a scrutinizing look : and 
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when she saw Jessy and me sitting hand in 
hand^ I perceived a smile at the corners of her 
mouthy and she turned away^ and began play- 
mg with the little ones. She has not spoken 
three sentences to me since I came. How I do 
dislike such cold^ reserved dispositions ! 

Jessy Cooke and I sleep in the same room^ 
which I am particularly glad of. Dear girl ! 
she has told me almost all her heart. 

I have risen early this morning, my dearest 
mamma, in order that you might hear of my 
safe arrival, by to-day *s post. In my next, I 
shall be able to tell you a great deal more, as 
the other ladies will be come by that time, and 
1 shall have entered upon my new employ- 
ments. There are two teachers, but only one 
is come yet. She is in deep mourning for her 
father, and, they say, has never been out be- 
fore. I pitied her last night, as she was sitting 
with us, she looked so melancholy. The only 
thing I like in Miss Dacre is, that she seems 
very attentive to her. 

The bell rings, and I must conclude in- 
stantly. My kindest love to dear papa and 
Kitty. Pray don't forget to feed my pigeons. 
What a long half year before I shall see 
you ! Pray write as soon as you can, my d^ar 
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6 CORRESPONDBMCE BETWEEN 

mamma; and believe me your dutifdl and 
affectionate daughter^ 

LAURA. 

P.S. 12 o*clock.-^I love Jessy Cooke better 
every hour. She was mueh surprised to hear 
that Z was only fifteen. 



LETTER II. 

MY DEAR LAURA, 

Just about the time that you were 
passing the boundaries of St. Gregory^ ydur 
sister and I were visiting your deserted cham* 
berj where poor Kitty wept aloud^ and I 
wiped an involuntary tear from my cheek. 
But the pang of such a separation ought not 
to be very poignant^ when the benefit which 
we expect to derive from it is considered : we 
may reasonably hope the effects of this absence 
will repay us for the sacrifice; and as our own 
insulated neighbourhood does not afford us the 
means of giving you some advantages we wish 
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you to poBsesSj w€ doubt not hnJL you will so 
industriously improve your present oppmtuni- 
ties, that^ when you return^ we shall fed amply 
compensated for this short suspension of your 
kind and dutiful offices. Indeed^ the pain we 
fdt at parting is productive of pleasure^ when 
we trace it to the mutual affection which oc- 
casioned it 5 and when we remember, that in 
some unhappy families^ such a separation would 
be esteemed a relief rather than a privation. 
Although we have to dispense for a time with 
the society of one whom we love> we have the 
pleasing anticipation of enjoying it again, with 
an that endeared it to us (as we earnestly 
hope) unimpaired j and with some valuable at- 
tainments superadded. It is but half a year, my 
dear girl ! when we hope to see you again. A 
little speck of time, indeed ! Yet we might 
esteem such periods long, when we remember 
that a few of them will change your auburn 
locks to grey I and then, that a few more 
will lay you in the dust. If this be the case, 
bow precious are they ! You are now a child } 
but a little while will bring you to maturity, 
when yott will be required to act for yourself. 
This will so soon be the case, that it is almost 
enough to alarm you. Consider what a poor 
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figure you would make in the world with your 
present stock of knowledge and experience: 
how little able to conduct yourself— still less 
to govern others. Yet> you may be encouraged 
by reflecting on the great progress some hare 
made in as short a time^ and often in less ad- 
vantageous circumstances. Let these consi- 
derations stimulate you to exertion in your 
various pursuits 3 but ever remembering, that 
as your education is intended to prepare you for 
the duties of the present life> so the primary 
business of this life itself, is to^qualify you for 
one which is to come. Amongst so many oc- 
cupations that have no direct relation to this 
grand object^ and amongst so many tempta- 
tions to neglect it> it is particularly necessary^ 
my dear child^ to remind you that ** one thing 
is needful.** 

You say that Mrs. W. looked more agree- 
able than you expected. Did you expect her 
then to look disagreeable? Must it follow^ 
because she has undertaken the arduous work 
of your education — the formation of your 
mind and manners^ and the control of your 
conduct— that she should be a tyrant ? She 
who has engaged^ as far as circumstances wUl 
permit^ to supply a mother's place ! It would 
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indeed be as unreasooable to expect her to fieel 
all the afifections of a parent towards her nume- 
rous family^ as to require them to cultivate 
^filial affection towards her. Yet she may> and 
I have no doubt she does> cherish the amiable 
sensations of benevolence and kindness to* 
wards those under her care. In return^ they are 
bound to repay her with every expression of 
gratitude and affection in their power. Should 
there be any towards whom> from their ami- 
able conduct^ she might be inclined to indulge 
a more particular attachment^ her situation 
forbids her to discover it in any other way, 
than by such marks of her approbation^ as 
even the perverse must> in their consciences^ 
approve. She must conduct herself impartially 
towards all ; distributing rewards and punish- 
ments with an equal hand. That fostering 
kindness^ therefore — those little indulgences 
which make some children pine after home- 
must be dispensed with at school^ from the 
very nature of it ; and resigned for more solid 
advantages. Children are sent there for the 
purposes of instruction ^ and while this object, 
and their general health and welfare are assi- 
duously attended to, it is all that can reason- 
ably be expected. I would aim, my dear Laura, 

b5 
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to prevent you from raising your expectatbns 
too high, of what should be required in your 
governess ^ while I would excite in you that 
veneration for her character^ to which she is 
justly entitled. Do not suppose a benevolent 
and tender disposition towards you> inconsistent 
with the strict discipline she is obliged to 
imaintain : great is the charge she has under- 
taken ; and arduous is her task. You will 
believe this^ when you see the various disposi- 
tions she has to encounter 3 as it is more than 
probable that there will be some duU^ some ob- 
stinate, some untractable> some indolent among 
you. May my Laura not add to the number ! 

In addition to these difficult duties^ yon 
must remember that she has her own private 
concerns^ in common with other people 3 and 
Is subject to the same bodily indispositions. 
Some young ladies act as though they forgot 
this, or were quite regardless of it : but my 
dear Laura will remember, that if her mother 
is occasionally depressed, under the cares and 
sorrows inseparable from human life, her go- 
verness may possibly have a share of them. 

There will be some amiable girls among 
you, no doubt, who will render her work plea- 
sant} and I hope and believe yon will be one 
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of the firsts who^ by respectfol conduct^ and a 
teachable disposition^ will do all in your power 
to lessen her cares -, and prevent her the mor- 
tification of returning you to us^ without the 
end answered for which you were placed under 
her superintendance. 

Your pigeons would be fed, even if they 
were not yours. Though I must say, they flit 
about as blith^y, and seem as forgetful of their 
benefactress, as 8<mie are apt to be who are not 
pigeons. 

I must suspend my congratulations respect- 
ing your new friend, until you are better ac- 
quainted with her. That you have old ones 
yeu will not doubt, in your papa, your sister, 
and 

your affectionate Mother. 

P. S. I wonder that Miss Jessy Cooke 
should suppose you to be more than fifteen, as 
you were always thought small for your age. 
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LETTER III. 

I COULD not have believed^ my dear mamma, 
that I should so soon have become reconciled 
to my absence from home. But^ I assure you> 
I have so many things to do and to think oi 
here^ and in the short intervals of em^doyment 
have so much to interest me, that, though I 
find plenty of time for affectionate thoughts^ I 
have none for melancholy reflections. 

You must not expect^ in these few weeks, to 
hear of my having made any particular pro- 
gress. I find however, already, the great ad- 
vantage, to my volatile temper, of being obliged 
to apply with so much regularity. And I do 
hope that you and papa will not have to lament, 
that your kindness in sending me here has been 
quite thrown away. 

I am often reminded of your cautions on 
the subject of emulation. Mrs. W. I am cer- 
tain, is exactly of your opinion about it. She 
takes great pains to check in us a spirit of com- 
petition and rivalry 3 while she endeavours to 
inspire us with the genuine love of knowledge. 
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and with a trae taste for our acquirements j 
urging us to be more ambitious to excel our'- 
selves, than to excel each other. Do you know, 
she has so much penetration, that she has 
found out a great many of my faults already. 
The other day, when speaking of emulation, 
she told me, that although her admonitions on 
that subject were not so applicable to me as to 
some others^ she could not compliment me on 
my superior magnanimity. ** My dear,*' she 
said, ** it would gratify you, would it not, to 
surpass your companions } and yet, rather than 
submit to the toil of competition, or hazard the 
mortification of being out-done, yon are ready 
to stand still and let them all get the start of 
you." When she said this, I knew that she 
could see into every corner of my heart. 

I hope 1 shall not forget your advice with 
regard to my conduct to Mrs. W. She is, in- 
deed, very kind and considerate ; though I am 
sure she has much to try her patience, in our 
various dispositions. 

I expected to have a great deal to tell you, 
when I had seen all my new companions. But 
really I am disappointed to find so few out of 
the whole number, with whom I could form 
any thing like a friendship. Many of them, to 
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be 8ure> are such little things that they are 
quite out of the question : and as to the rest> 
they are most of them so uninteresting ! There 
are^ however^ some exceptions 5 and I must tell 
jou, that there are five of us great girls who 
take the lead in every thing. At the top of all 
is Grace Dacre ^ and^ though^ as I told you be- 
fore> 1 think I could never be very confidential 
with her^ yet it is impossible not to admire and 
esteem her very much. She is uncommonly 
clever ^ but so superior to any littleness and 
vanity, that although she does every thing best, 
no one seems envious of her superiority. Next 
to her is a Miss Raymond : I don't believe 
M18.W. thinks she has a great deal of taste; 
and she is certainly not what one would call 
bright, she is too grave and solid for that ; but 
she has such indefatigable application and in- 
dustry, that there seems to be nothing but what 
she can accomplish. Though not at all ill- 
natured, she is very reserved ; and perhaps a 
little high: she is obliging to us all; but not 
intimate with any one. Fanny Fielding, the 
next I shall mention, is, I think, in most 
things, equal to Miss Raymond ; but they 
are completely different in their dispositions. 
There is not one of us who has half so much 
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emulation^ nor that applies with so much 
aviditj. You never saw any thibg like her 
anxiety^ when we are at our lessons together. 
In drawings for instance^ for which she has 
certainly no particular taste^ (indeed she ac- 
knowledges that she never liked it much) yet 
the idea of being out-done in any thing is so 
terrible to her, that she makes the greatest ex- 
ertions to excel in it. I often see her casting 
anxious glances at my drawing-book> and 
then redoubling her own efforts : and it is the 
same with music> Italian^ and every thing she 
does^ she seems to succeed only because she is 
determined that she will. Yet she is extremely 
amiable and affectionate^ and most of the girls 
love her very much $ but some^ who are less 
good-natured^ take advantage of her temper, 
and tease her sadly. The fourth on my list is 
Phillis Parker^ asharp^ clever little things ra- 
ther plain and odd-looking; who^ though she 
is but lately come> and has had few advantages 
at home, seems likely soon to surpass us all. 
She is not vain in the leasts but very droll; and 
often says smart witty things, which makes 
poor Fanny Fielding very angry; (or she dreads 
being laughed at beyond every thing. 

You see I have included myself in this dis- 
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tiDguished five: but I am well aware that thif 
must be attributed to my age, and tbe great ad- 
vantages 1 have enjoyed at home, rather than 
to my own quickness or industry 3 in both 
which respects I am much surpassed by many 
who are younger than myself. You will be sur- 
prised to find that my friend Jessy is not one 
of the number : the reason is, that although she 
is so pleasant and affectionate as a friend, and 
has been, and indeed continues to be, particu- 
larly kind to me, she is not so anxious about 
the cultivation of her mind as could be wished, 
I had much more to say, particularly in 
answer to your letter $ but must now only add> 
with kind love to all, that I am your affec- 
tionate 

LAURA. 



LETTER IV. 



MY DEAR CHILD, 



That you are so soon reconciled to 
your new situation affords us great pleasure 5 
though, indeed, it is only as we expected. It 
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most be somethiog more than a temporary 
separation^ even from our dearest friends^ that 
can render us permanently unhappy^ while bu- 
sily employed in any way, and especially in the 
important work of self-improvement. 

. We are also gratified to learn, that you are 
qualified to class with the four young ladies, of 
whom you have given us some description* 
How essentially they differ from each other! 
and probably you will perceive a similar varia- 
tion throughout the school, as striking as the 
di?er8ity of fEu:es. These differences arise 
greatly from education, and early habits 5 and 
partly from constitution, influenced by those 
accidental circumstances which frequently give 
an early and a marked bias to the character. 
It Is natural, therefore, that you should find 
tastes and dispositions which are not at all 
congenial with yours : and should such dissi- 
milarity occasionally produce a difference from 
your own opinion, and even an opposition to 
your will, you must not be surprised nor of- 
fended) but should rather feel disposed to 
make every favourable allowance and conces- 
sion. This must ever become us, unless we 
could assert our own infallibility, and maintain 
that our education, habits^ and constitution. 
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have combined with every accidental drcmn- 
stance^ to form a character absolutely com- 
plete. 

There are some lessons^ besides those you 
receive from your masters^ which you may 
learn better at school than at home^ from the 
variety of characters with whom you must 
come in contact : few of them but must yield 
you some advantage^ either from observation of 
their temper and conduct, or from %he exercise 
they afford to yours. You have now, my dear 
Laura, a fair opportunity of ascertaining your 
natural temper, and how far you have acquired 
the command of it. Hitherto, all has gone 
smoothly with you : nurtured amid scenes of 
domestic peace, you are but a novice in the 
science of human life ^ and know little more 
of yourself than of others. Let one of your 
first attainments be, a feeling of kindness and 
benevolence to all around you, expressed by an 
habitual courtesy of manner : this will insure 
you a cordial reception into society, and enlarge 
your sphere of influence and usefulness, which, 
with the best intentions, and the strictest rec- 
titude, you might otherwise fail to obtain. Ac- 
custom yourself to make every allowance for 
the imperfections of others, every reasonable 
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sacrifice to tbeir feelings^ every effort for tfaeir 
good. Each day will afford you an opportu- 
nity of making either an effort, a sacrifice, or 
an allcwance. And while thus employed^ your 
own character will progressively become more 
amiable^ as^ in promoting the happiness of 
others^ you are laying the surest foundation for 
your own. 

These observations recal to my recollection 
the pleasing image of Anna Parker, my beloved 
companion at school. Plain in her person, and 
in her dress, she had no ambition to attract no- 
tice by external blandishments : and whilst she 
had higher aims than most, she was one of the 
last in the school on whom a stranger would 
have bestowed observation-— one of the last to 
make any effort to invite it. 

While to perform her own task well was 
her primary object, she was willing, at any 
time, to suspend it to do a kind office for an- 
other. If any of her companions, through neg- 
ligence or accident, needed assistance, she was 
ever ready and at hand : her work-bag was 
constantly open to all whose silk or crewels 
were mislaid or lost. Tales she would never 
tell of any 5 and none could tell tales of her. 
In school-cabals and mischief, her name was 
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never mentioned : suspicion dared not glance 
at her. And while divisions and contentions 
were continually arising among the rest, those 
who could unite in nothing else, cordially 
agreed in admiring and loving Anna Parker. It 
would be needless to say that she was beloved 
by her governess, who used continually to refer 
us to her, as a pattern for our imitation. 

You must not, however, expect to find 
Bchools peopled with such characters j nor 
allow yourself to feel chagrin and disappoint- 
ment that it is not so. Recollect your father's 
remark, when we were so annoyed by the flies 
during our morning's walk : — ^That as we must 
not expect them to suspend their gambols, and 
obediently divide to the right and left till we 
had passed, so much less ought we to require 
our fellow-creatures to give way to our opi- 
nions, to lay aside their prejudices, and to re- 
gulate their conduct in conformity to ours. 
The graces of meekness and forbearance are 
exhibited in their perfection, by our divine 
Teacher. He says, ** Learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart :" — ^and in proportion 
as your love to Him is excited, you will be 
disposed to keep this, and all His command- 
ments. 
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I think JBDU mentioned two or three little 
ones among you. These I would particularly 
recommend to your attention; as^ notwith- 
standing the well-known tenderness of their 
govemesSj they must naturally miss the foster- 
ing care of their mothers^ in a much greater 
degree than such girls as you can^ or ought to 
do. I tnist there are no ladies in your school 
who would oppress them 5 especially as the 
period of that tender age is too recent^ for any 
of them to have forgotten the feelings insepa* 
rable from it. 

I must now tell you— but what do I see- 
the end of my paper ! so I must leave the 
many things I had to say^ unsaid; like sorne^ 
who find themselves at the veige of life^ with 
many of their plans and schemes unaccom- 
plished : and if^ above aU^ the grand end and 
design of their being has been neglected^ how 
dismal will their case be ! Should they think of 
crowding the business of their immortal in- 
terests into the bottom of the page^ just as I 
do the conclusion of my epistle, they may not 
succeed so well, for I find I have room to 
subscribe myself^ 

your affectionate Mother. 
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LETTER V. 

MY DEAR MOTHER, 

Some parts of your last letter were as 
applicable and seasonable^ as if you had been 
acquainted with my particular circumstances at 
the time. If I had leisure^ I might write very 
often^ to ask your advice about something that 
occurs amongst us^ in which I am at a loss how 
to act : and yet, if I were carefully to apply 
your general advice to these particular cases> I 
believe I should seldom do wrong. 

I find it very true that there are pains in 
all our pleasures, even in friendship, where I 
had least expected to find them. Jessy Cooke 
thinks I have treated her unkindly, which I am 
sure was the farthest from my intention 5 and 
the more I think of what has passed, the more 
I am inclined to believe that I have done no- 
thing inconsistent with true friendship. I now 
suspect that her views of it are not quite right; 
though I confess they appeared, at first, very 
congenial with my own, and gave me a high 
idea of her sensibility. She will not allow it 
possible to have two friends, especially two 
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confidants; and she has no idea of friendship 
without secrets. She has told me a great many 
of her8> certainly ; and was hurt because I did 
not return her confidence. When she com- 
plained of it^ I said^ what was very true^ that> 
really^ I had no secrets that I knew of: upon 
which she began laughing at me^ and I felt very 
much mortified, (which was foolish, I know) 
and tried to recollect something to tell her, but 
I could think of nothing in the world except a 
silly little affair that once happened between 
Kitty and me, which I knew she would think 
it childish to repeat. I therefore only added, 
'' none, at least, that I have not told mamma.*' 
" Told your mamma ! well, that is curious in- 
deed !** said she : '' why, I never told mamma 
a secret in my life : she is the last person in the 
world I should think of saying any thing par* 
ticular to.*' 

We were at this time walking arm in arm, 
up and down the long gravel walk. Grace 
Dacre was there also, reading to herself. Every 
time we passed, Jessy made a point of whisper- 
ing very low, even when we were saying no- 
thing that it would at all have signified for her 
to overhear. At last, as she was passing us, 
she looked off her book» saying, with a good- 
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natured smile^ '' Take care^ Laura ! take care ! 
or I shall hear all your secrets.*' I was just 
then feeling vexed and dissatisfied both with 
Jessy and myself^ and could not help replying, 
'' O, it was no secret, I assure you 5 I was just 
then saying that I hare none, and Jessy thinks 
me a child for it." — '' I am glad of that,** said 
Grace : *' do you know now, I am quite pleased 
to hear you say so ; I am a school-girl myself, 
to be sure, but I do dislike school-girls* se- 
crets : come, let us have done with them, and 
walk altogether 5*' and with that she laid hold 
of my arm* This was all that passed, as well 
as I can remember 5 but poor Jessy took such 
offence, you have no idea. She left us in- 
stantly, only saying that she had walked till she 
was tired; and there were Grace and I left 
alone together for the first time in our lives, 
for Jessy would never suffer me to walk with 
her before, because she said I was her friend. 
Grace immediately changed the conversation : 
I knew she was too generous to say a word to 
Jessy*s disadvantage. It was, mamma, just 
such a conversation as I think you would have 
listened to with pleasure. Grace is almost two 
years older than Jessy and 1 5 and yet she loves 
to talk on 8ul](jects, and is interested about 
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things^ that Jessy thinks quite childish. I 
dreaded seeing her again> exjpecting she would 
reproach me with unkindness 5 but that is not 
her way j she has avoided me erer sihce^ and 
has not allowed me any opportunity to explain 
myself; only when we meet^ putting on a cool, 
patient look, like a person that has been injur- 
ed : and if she is asked where I am, or any 
question about me> she answers in this way,— » 
'^ I don't know, indeed 5 Miss Dacre can tell 
you, I dare say." I am very much afraid she 
is of a mean, jealous temper, and will never be 
reconciled on any other terms than my break- 
ing completely with Grace, which I should be 
extremely unwilling to do, because she is just 
such a friend as I want. 1 believe, mamma, 
yojj would think her truly serious. Last Sun- 
day evening we had a delightful walk together 
in the garden. She soon turned the conversa- 
tion to religious subjects. O, it was so dif- 
ferent to the foolish chats I have had there 
sometimes with others ! When I said how dif- 
ficult I found it, among so many pursuits, and 
so many companions, to fix my thoughts upon 
those things, she assured me that she foit the 
same ;' but added, that she was sure our tempta- 
tions to delay, and to neglect religion, were 
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fewer and weaker now> than they would be by 
and by. '^ It will^ I have no doubt^*' she said, 
^' be for more difficult to ^ve our hearts toGod> 
and to give up the world when we leave school^ 
than it is now : and if we wait till it seems 
quite pleasant and easy to do> it will never be 
done. Besides^ I often think of those lines in 
the little hymn^ which I am not ashamed of 
quoting even now^ 

" Twill please xa to look back, and see 
That our whoU Iwes were thine.** 

You may remember^ dear mother^ how suit- 
able the conclusion of your last letter was to 
our conversation : I could not help reading it 
to Grace, who> when I had done so, thanked 
me, and said, with the tears in her eyes, that 
she had lost her mother. I know you will re- 
joice that I am likely to gain such a friend : 
but yet I am very sorry about poor Jessy. 

Your affectionate 

LAURA. 
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LETTER VI. 

It is no small gratification to me^ to 
hold converse with you^ my beloved child 5 es* 
pecial]y> as I find the hints I suggest are applied 
to the purposes for which they are intended 5 
and that> as occasions arise^ your general con- 
duct is likely to be regulated by a parent's care^ 
though not immediately under her eye. 

That a degree of mutual disappointment 
should arise between your new friend^ Jessy 
Cooke^ and yourself, is not very surprising} nor, 
when the lesson it conveys is duly considered, 
is it much to be regretted. It would be need- 
less, at present, to expatiate on this young 
lady's character ; for we are not yet sufficiently 
acquainted with it, to have any decided opinion; 
and till we have, we had better suspend our 
animadversions. When time shall have en- 
abled you to form a more accurate estimate, 
she will find her proper level in your esteem. 
Probably, were* you acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances of her childhood— could you per- 
ceive whence her mistaken notions originate 
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— you would pity, rather than blame her. She 
may not have been under the care of her pa- 
rents at that important season, when first the 
'' young idea" begins '^ to shoot.*' Her mother 
may have been prevented from attending to the 
mental culture of her family, by — ^by some- 
thing, which to her, at least, may have ap- 
peared of more importance. However this may 
be, let not the intimacy you so hastily formed, 
as suddenly subside, — though it is, indeed, but 
the common fate of these warm, first-sight 
friendships ; nor by any thing in your look and 
manner, attempt to retaliate the unkindness of 
hers; which would be quite as unjustifiable as 
to return railing for railing. There is no spe- 
cies of warfare more disingenuous than this; it 
is annoying others, without allowing them the 
opportunity of defending themselves : and it is 
capable of inflicting as severe a smart, as more 
open and direct accusations. Rather endea- 
vour, my love, to conciliate your friend by per- 
severing kindness and good-humour. It may, 
perhaps, be in your power, and more especially 
in Miss Dacre's, who is still older, to render 
her an essential service, by endeavouring to 
improve her character. Not that I should ima^ 
gine either of you equal to the task of educai" 
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ing your school-fellows — havings at present^ too 
much to do in that way for yourselves : your 
lessons, at least, will be more suitably and effec- 
tually dispensed by etieimple than by precept. 

As Miss Jessy is so fond of secrets^ she 
might occasionally be gratified by the perusal 
of certain passages in our correspondence : at 
least it would prevent the appearance of re- 
serve ; and might have other advantages. Per- 
haps, when she perceives on what terms you 
are with your mother^ and sees what good 
friends a mother and daughter may be, she may 
be disposed to cultivate a more amiable frank- 
ness with hers. 

Walking through the town this morning, 1 
passed a door where crowds were pressing in 
to make (as they imagined) cheap purchases, 
of some travelling people, who profess to be 
selling their goods at a low price. I feaced 
they would be disappointed in their bargains : 
at all events, they may be certain that nothing 
is given away j nor any thing to be obtained 
there, ^t a price, either cheap or dear, which 
'' the moth will not corrupt," or time destroy. 
But are there not commodities pressed upon 
our notice, which will exceed expectation, 
and which can be ii^ured neither by time nor 
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accident } And have we not seen multitudes 
pais on regardless, as though they heard it not ? 
-^'' Ho ! every one that thirsteth^ come and 
buy> without money and without price/* has 
little effect on those who desire only this world 
for their portion 5 although these offers are 
adapted to every want of every human crea- 
ture; although they proffer food to nourish, 
raiment to cover, jewels to adorn, fruits and 
flowers to refresh, bahoGi to heal, and cordials to 
revive : and these are all freely offered, though 
purchased not with corruptible silver and 
gold. What a happiness it is, my dear Laura^ 
that this language is not unintelligible to you ! 
From a child you have been taught the Holy 
Scriptures. Many there are, even in this chris- 
tian land, who are as ignorant of the truth, as the 
poor heathens of whom we hear so much. May 
you, my child, who have '^ line upon line, and 
precept upon precept," grow in grace as well 
as in wisdom and stature ; that so you may be 
in favour with God, as well as with your fel- 
low-creatures. 

I am pleased at the increasing intimacy be- 
tween you and Miss Dacre, most especially, 
because she is one with whom you can converse 
on this most interesting subject. But is there 
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only ont in your school who '^ Remembers her 
Creator in the days of her youth r What ! 
only one '* inquiring the way to Zion^ with her 
face thitherward !*' Only one who finds Wis- 
dom's ways to be " ways of pleasantness?*' 
While many of your number^ in their restless 
desires after earthly things^ may be eagerly oiy* 
ing^ '' Who will shew us any good ?" — ^I would 
hope that there are a few> at leasts sincer^ 
disposed to say> '^ Lord, lift thou up the l%lit 
of thy countenance upon im/*' 

Let the returning light suggest this petition 
when you awake in the morning : and when 
you retire to rest at nighty let it be with some 
similar meditation. You remember Dand's 
reason for '' hiding the word of God in lus 
heart:" it was> ** that he might not sin against 
him.*' And be assured, my dear child, fliat 
you will find no antidote so effectual against 
the sins and follies of your age. Belieye me 

your affieetionate Mother. 
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LETTER VII. 

MY DEAR MOTHER, 

I AM afraid sometimes you will be quite 
tired with the relation of my school adventures; 
in which you cannot possibly be so much in- 
terested as I am. But when I remember the 
kindness with which you have always attended 
to my little afi^rs^ in the midst of your own 
important ones, I feel tissured that you will re- 
ceive my rambling epistles with the same in- 
du^ence. 

Since I wrote last^ we have had an addition 
to our number : a Miss Biggins. Oh, mamma ! 
such a curiosity ! She is the only child of a 
very rich man^ who^ they say^ has made his 
fortune suddenly. Although she is as old as I 
am^ she has had no kind of education before *, 
so that it would be very wrong to laugh at her; 
especially as she is extremely good-natured and 
obliging, and very desirous to improve. But 
really it is difficult to help it sometimes^ there 
is something so droll in her look and manner. 
She is very shorty fai, and rosy ; and stutters a 
little^ particularly when she is either puzzled 
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or angry. Phillis Parker can mimic her ex- 
actly j but, I do assure you, I have only 
heard her do it once, and then she was very 
angry with herself afterwards. 

Some days ago, one of the girls was telling 
us of a custom at the school she has lately left^ 
(which, I think, from her manner of expressing 
hersdf, must have been a very different one from 
this). They used, she said, once a week, to write 
thoughts: that is, some short sentence, " out of 
their own heads," as she called it, which was 
afterwards submitted to the governess's inspec- 
tion. '' But, la !" said she, " we do nothing of 
that sort at this school: I never saw such a 
school in my life !" Several of us agreed that 
we should like very well to try our talents at 
thought-making, if Mrs. W. approved of it j at 
which she was much pleased, and said, '^Dacre, 
dear ! do you ask her if we may !" Mrs. W. 
very readily consented to our making the at- 
tempt ; so we all set about it, and could think 
of nothing but our thoughts all the week. 
I should have told you, that poor Miss Biggins, 
when it was first proposed, came up to Grace 
and me with such a queer puzzled face, saying, 
— '^A thought ! dear, I can't do it, Vm sure ! — 
what sort of a thought ^-*what do they mean, 

c5 
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I wonder !" " Why, think of something, and 
that will be a thought, wo'nt itr* said Phillis 
Parker. Grace, however, kindly endeavoured 
to explain it to her, by an example: upon 
which some one cried out, " That is not 
fur! there's Grace Dacre helping Miss Big* 
gins to write her thought*" To which Miss 
Biggins replied, with more spirit than usual, 
^' No, but she is not, though ; if I can't make 
one myself, I wo'nt make any at all." 

This was the very thing, as you may sup* 
pose, to excite Fanny Fielding's ambition. Grace 
and I found her one evening scribbling away 
upon her slate, as intently as if her welfare for 
life depended upon her succeeding. She looked 
up at us with her worried, anxious face ; and 
said, *^ I heartily wish this had never been 
thought of : it will be nothing but vexation to 
me, I foresee. Mine, I know, of the whole num- 
ber, will be the very worst." *' That is very 
unlikely indeed," said Grace $ *^ perhaps you 
only mean that you are afraid, that of the 
whole number, it will not be the ver/bolt." 
" Nay, that I am quite certain of," said Fanny. 
" Well," said Grace, '' and suppose it is not?" 
'' Suppose it is not ! Really, Grace," said she, 
'* I do admire to hear you ask that question so 
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oooUy ! You that are ture of writing a good 
one ; it is easy enough to be so calm and phi- 
losophical about it.'* '' But I am not at all 
sure of writing a good one,*' said Grace } '' in- 
deed I am pretty sure I shall not : yet, I con- 
%68, I don't feel oery anxious about it 3 and 
perhaps that gives me some chance of succeed- 
ing." *' Well, now," said Fanny, *^ suppose 
you were — (I know you will not)— but suppose 
you were, to write a very poor one 5 just tell 
me if you would not feel very much mortified?" 
" Perhaps I might," said Grace j " but then I 
'' should be more mortified- afterwards, for 
being very much mortified, than for having 
written a poor thought." *' Well, well, I am 
no stoic, nor ever shall be," said Fanny 5 " so 
do tell me, now, what I shall write about?" 
'* About my stoical philosophy, and welcome, 
if you please," said Grace, laughing; and so 
we left her. 

For my own part, I must confess, 1 had no 
idea before how diflScult it is to think, I could, 
to be sure, have written half a hundred sen- 
tences, {Hccemeal from books ; but to invent 
any thing of one's own, not exactly common- 
place, you know, is a very diflferent kind of 
thing. 
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Well, mamma^ this evening Vas the time 
fixed for Mrs. W. to see them. Our slips of 
paper were placed before her^ and she read 
them aloud^ in their turns. What diverted me 
most^ was^ to watch the girls while their own 
thoughts were being read. Some laughed^ 
some coloured^ some jogged their neighbours* 
elbows. Poor Fanny Fielding looked quite 
pale all the time. I am afraid it would not 
amuse you much^ if I were to transcribe our 
fine thoughts for your inspection. Some were 
not very original, certainly: for instance, — 
'* Virtue and vice are very opposite qualities." 
— ^' Time flies swiftly." — *' How amiable is 
virtue !" &c. But vfhAt do you imagine PhilUs 
Parker's was ? — just like her ! '' There is no 
having thoughts without thinking.** But I must 
tell you poor Miss Biggins's, because it passed 
off so much better than could be expected : it 
was this — '' Them that has'nt any patience, can 
never have no learning** 0\i, mamma! the 
moment it was read, the whole school burst 
out a-laughing j and she, poor girl ! stood co- 
vered with confusion. There was not qne who 
did not laugh, (for I did, I confess) except Grace 
Dacre. But Mrs. W. in her commanding way, 
put a stop to it by saying, that, in her opinion. 
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this^ in point of sentiment^ was one of the best 
sentences she had read : its incorrectness^ she 
observed^ was merely incidental 3 a few weeks' 
attentiontoAfurray^ would enable her to rectify 
those mistakes. 

The tears overflowed poor Miss Biggins' s 
eyes as Mrs.W. said this. To turn our atten- 
tion from her, I suppose, Mrs.W. then began 
to look oyer some of our papers again ; and 
said, smiling, *' As to these thoughts of you 
elder ones, perhaps I might give this general 
opinion : that Grace Dacre*s is the most acute; 
Miss Raymond's, the most correct; Fanny Field- 
ing's, the most ornamented -, Laura's, the most 
simple ; Phillis's, the most original ; and Miss 
Biggins*s, the most useful. 

With this sentence we were dismissed 3 and 
so it has ended very well: though I do not 
think Fanny is quite satisfied with hers ; for 
she has been teasing Grace, and me, too, all the 
time I have been writing, to know what we 
supposed Mrs. W. exactly meant by oma- 
mented. 

I am sorry to see I have filled my whole 
letter with this silly affair. It has, however, 
taught me one thing -, and that is, how much 
on« may say and write without thinking : since 
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it took me more time to write a single sentence 
with a thought in it^ than the longest letter I 
have ever sent you. Farewell dear mamma ! 
pray excuse all the fsiults and thaughtlesmeu of 
your 

LilURA. 



LETTER Vin. 

MT DBAR LAURA, 

Far from heing wearied with your school 
anecdotes, I feel much interested in them; 
as they afford me an opportunity, both of 
watching the unfoldings of your character^ and 
of correcting what I may deem exceptionable 
in your views or your conduct, as occurrences 
arise. Besides, my deao I am your mother, 

I am disposed to congratulate you on the ad- 
dition made to your number in Miss Biggins : 
and hope it will prove mutually advantageous. I 
say mutually, because, whatever her deficiencies 
may be, since she is '^ good-natured, obliging, 
and very desirous to improve^" her example 
may be useful to the most accomplkhed 
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among you. For these are sterling qualities, 
in which, sometimes, the most accomplished 
are deficient. 

It is such a little time since you entered 
that school-room, a stranger— since you sat 
forlorn in the window-seat, the object of your 
school-fellows' curiosity — that you are well 
qualified to sympathise with a nevir-comer. And 
although you are neither fat nor rosy, it is pro- 
bable that even you might furnish matter for 
ridicule, by some unconscious pecuharity in 
your manner or appearance. Indeed, when 
people are so disposed, they will never be at 
a loss for subjects on which to exercise this 
foolish propensity: just as a kitten sports with 
every thing that comes in her way, not because 
it is appropriate, but because she is playfuL In 
Miss Biggins*s being '^ short, fat, and rosy," 
there is, at least, no crime : and as the impedi- 
ment in her speech is decidedly a misfortune, 
I hope your ftiend Phillis will prove that she 
was reaUy angry with herself, by never repeat- 
ing the unkindness of mimicking it. 

I was going to say, that had I been present 
when Miss Biggins's thought was read, I might 
hare joined in the laugh j though it would not 
have been at her expense. I might have laugh- 
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ed> my dear Laura, to see a number of young la- 
dies, in the very act of exercising their thoughts, 
affording such a proof of its being to them a 
novel employment^ by the reception which they 
gave to the first efforts of an uninstructed girl, 
and a stranger ! Yet, I rather think I should 
have felt as Mrs.W. did. None are just objects 
of ridicule, for being destitute of that which 
they have had no means of acquiring. A plough- 
man, seated at a nobleman's table, would most 
probably excite it 3 but it would be misplaced; 
because elegance of manners is no more to be 
expected in him, than awkwardness in a man 
of polite education. Indeed, my dear, it is dif- 
ficult to select a fit object for ridicule: cer- 
tainly not ignorance 3 for even when it arises 
from inattention and indolence, it is rather to 
be lamented than laughed at : nor is its aspect 
ludicrous, but rather pitiable, when it is the in- 
voluntary effect of circumstances. As the habit 
of thinking becomes more frequent, I am per- 
suaded that you will be so seriously occupied 
in remedying your own deficiencies, as to feel 
little inclination to smile at those of others. 

When I called on our poor neighbour 
Woodby the other day, intending to present 
him with a Bible, I was greatly disappointed to 
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fii^d that neither husband nor wife could read ! 
In this circumstance^ however, we could dis- 
cern nothing to excite a smile -, although the 
acknowledgment, that they did not know their 
letters, was very incorrectly expressed. Now 
Miss Biggins is in somewhat a similar predica- 
ment ^ and so are you, and so am I, in a certain 
degree, while there yet remains any thing which 
it is desirable for us to know, but which we 
have not had the opportunity of learning. I re- 
joice that this young lady, by her change of 
circumstances, will now have the means of im- 
provement; thus the superiority afforded by 
fortune becomes of real value. Opulence is the 
soil in which many a fair floweret unfolds, 
which could otherwise never expand and dif- 
fuse its fragrance. It is of great importance 
that young persons should form an accurate 
estimate of the value of wealth. They cannot 
too early learn, that its chief excellence consists 
in affording the means of intellectual improve- 
ment, of assisting the necessitous, and of in- 
creasing the happiness of all within their sphere. 
I would hope, therefore, my dear, that your 
attachment to your young friends may never 
be proportioned to the number of thousands 
they may inherit ^ but to the influence such 
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advantages have upon their characters. Learn 
to distinguish^ and to respect true merit, 
whether in situations above or beneath you. 

As the want of knowledge exposes the most 
amiable to ridicule^ as well as to many more 
serious disadvantages, those on whom Provi- 
dence has smiled in this respect, have great 
cause for thankfulness. And while they are 
diligent in improving their own privileges, they 
will be equally zealous in assisting those who 
are destitute of them. 

Those who feel thinking to be so very labo« 
nous, will find that, in proportion to their per- 
severance, the mind will attain vigour) and 
mental exercises will become more facile and 
delightful. How much does our own happi- 
ness, and that of others, depend upon the right 
exercise of our thinking powers ! May you, 
my Laura, be able to say with the Psalmist, 
" I hate vain thoughts, but thy law do I love." 
" In the multitude of my thoughts within me, 
thy comforts delight my soul." This, above 
all other things, is the earnest hope of 

your affectionate Mother. 



,y Google 



A MOVBER JUIS aAV^HTUt. 43 



LETTER IX. 

DIAR MAMMA, 

I WRITE rather sooner than usual^ in 
order to request you to execute a few little 
commissions for me^ of which I subjoin the list. 
But should you think the first unnecessary^ I 
shall be quite contented to do without it; 
although they are very generally worn here# 
and certainly look very pretty; and mine is 
getting rather shabby. (Grace has one.) 

There is, I know^ some danger of paying 
too much attention to dress^ among so many 
girls, some of whom think of little else. And 
yet, it does tend in a great degree to check the 
love of it, to observe^ that those are generally 
the most dressy who have least sense; and 
that those who are so much engrossed by it, 
are vulgar in their minds, if not in their man- 
ners. Poor Miss Biggins came loaded with 
expensive finery; while Grace Dacre and Miss 
Raymond, who have the highest connexions of 
any in the school, are the plainest drest of any 
of us. It was quite diverting to see the un- 
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feigned astonishment of some of those dressy 
giiis> when Mrs. W. assured them, that Grace 
and Miss Raymond dressed as they did^ not 
from necessity, but choice : as they were both 
intrusted with such an ample allowance^ as 
would enable thern^ If they pleased^ to be the 
gayest of any in the school. That any body 
should dress plainly who could afford to be 
fine^ seemed quite beyond their comprehen- 
sion. 

When I once told Mrs.W. that Grace had 
cured me of the love of dress^ she bade me be- 
ware of deceiving myself in that way. For, 
she said, that if my determination arose merely 
from the common propensity to imitate those 
we love, — if my next friend happened to be 
fond of dress, I should soon follow her exam- 
ple also. To that I replied, that I was sure I 
never should or could choose for a friend 
one who was very fond of dress. At which 
she smiled, and said, that I did not yet know 
what I should or could do : and added, that 
strange as I might think it, and strange as it 
was, she had known a few young persons, (to 
say nothing of o2d ones) of superior sense, taste, 
and intelligence, and even, she believed, of sin- 
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cere piety^ and such as I might be proud to 
call my friends^ who yet bestowed, what she 
considered, a very improper share of their 
time and attention on dress, and betrayed an 
inordinate interest in it. She regarded it, in- 
deed, as a pitiable weakness, and lamentable 
inconsistency in their characters 5 but so it 
wa9 ; and, therefore, she advised me to form 
my principles and conduct in this respect, on 
some more substantial foundation than the 
practice of an amiable friend. She then en- 
deavoured to convince me, that true taste^ no 
less than right principle, forbids excess of orna- 
ment, and excessive thought about it. How dis- 
agreeable it is to see a showy company, everyone 
of which has evidently done her utmost! One's 
eyes are perfectly fatigued with wandering from 
one fine thing to another. And yet, I must con- 
fess, that I sometimes feel the very same pro- 
pensity myself 5 only I hope that time, and 
thought, and good advice, and the example of 
those I most respect and admire, will cure it. 

Mrs. W. allows that there may be as much 
pride in extreme plainness, as in excessive atten- 
tion^ to dress, — and more affectation > and she 
thinks there is a proper degree of regard to our 
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outward appearance^ in which every one must 
be regulated by their own circumstances^ con^ 
nexions^ and conscience. But, she says, there 
ought to be no hesitation on the subject in the 
ease of those^ whose incomes will not allow 
both of expensive dress and liberality: and 
that it is generally thus with the limited allow- 
ance of young persons. There are many, at 
least, who have only to choose whether they 
win be fine or generous 5 — ^whether they will 
give their little overplus to the hungry and the 
Ignorant, or to the milliner and jeweller. 

mamma ! how many things there are to 
learn ! I do not mean only such jas our mas- 
ters teach us ; but things much more difficult 
to learn than those. Sometimes I almost de- 
spair of thinking and doing right ; there are so 
many different opinions, and so many different 
ways of viewing things; yet, as dear Grace 
says, with a simple, sincere desire to do so, and 
an habitual reference to the eye and to the will 
of God, we need not fear, however weak and 
ignorant in ourselves, that we shall greatly 
mistake : but the danger is in forgetting this, 
and yielding to the bias of our own inclinations. 

1 ought to be very thankful that, while I 
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am SO ill qnalified to direct my own conduct^ I 
have so many friends able and willing to assist 
me> and^ above aU^ if I find any disposition to 
look to Him who has promised to be the guide 
of my youth. Your affectionate 

LAURA. 



LETTER X. 

I AM much pleased^ my dear Laura, that 
you are so well prepared to acquiesce m my re- 
fusal to furnish you with the principal article, 
in your list of commissions. I must tell you 
plainly, that I do not think it at all necessary: 
besides, that I find it would be rather too costly 
for me, and rather too shewy for you. 

It is well that your mind is so far fortified 
against that prevailing evil^ the love of dress. 
I should be sorry^ indeed^ if in addition to those 
acquirements^ which we hope will be perma- 
nent, one should be added which, on your re- 
turn home, you will find it necessary to unlearn; 
(no uncommon case, I fear !) and I am glad you 
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are aware of the danger. I believe you will 
not be apprehensive of my passing to the other 
extreme. A becomings subordinate attention 
to appearance, is, I think, forbidden neither by 
reason nor scripture. Even some things that 
are merely ornamental, furnish employment to 
thousands of industrious families 5 and, for 
those who can really afford it, to encourage 
them is a far more effectual method of support- 
ing the poor^ than indiscriminate alms-giving. 
I am decidedly of Mrs. W.*s opinion, that there 
are those, who while they affect great strictness 
in dress, foster as much pride as others who 
pay the most regard to it. But having con« 
ceded thus much, to which, it is probable, that 
in your whole number I should not find a dis- 
sentient voice, I would endeavour to confirm 
your views of the subject, by exposing some 
of the evils to which a passion for dress would 
lead you. An evil it is, of no small magnitude, 
when it tempts us to pass the bounds of our 
pecuniary resources 5 or even barely to keep 
within them : in which case, while we are so 
amply providing for the industrious poor^ we 
may be imperceptibly descending to the same 
level. Thousands have thus brought them*> 
selves to participate in their necessities^ with* 
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out the advantages of industry to cope with 
them. It is really painful to observe the ex- 
pensive habits of some families^ especially in 
this respect^ who might support their preten- 
tions to gentility much better by a plainer ap- 
pearance. Intent only on the present mbmentj 
they foiget to-morrow. The gratification of 
being among the first in a new fashion, is pur* 
chased at whatever price : and as^ when it be- 
comes general^ it loses its charm, there can be> 
comparatively, but a few able to attain this dis- 
tinction, — an honcmr for which such anxiety, 
study, and expense, are. thought allowable. 
Alas ! what an employment of that time and 
those talents, of which a solemn account will 
shortly be required ! 

This sad propensity, ftt>m the titled lady 
down to the kitchen maid, maintains the most 
destructive progression. The former, in spite 
of all her exertions, discovers, to her mortifica- 
tion, that she is presently overtaken by the 
class immedii^y beneath her| and they, in 
their turn, are obliged to advance by their 
neighbours in the rear. Thus is each urged on, 
tin the two extremes nearly approximate. 

It is obvious, that the higher classes (how- 
erer averse they might be to admit the fact) 

D 
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«re eventually impelled by the lower: for were 
these to remain stationary^ so rapid a progres- 
sion would become unnecessary; and vanity 
itself might enjoy a transient repose. It is 
amusing to observe in what different lights sm* 
gtdarity is viewed by your amateurs in dress : 
for while that which is singular as being old" 
fuhioned, is ridiculed and discarded^ to be 
singular in a new one would to some afford 
the highest gratification. One would imagine^ 
that the estate^ the reputati0n> the existence^ 
(we will not say the soul) depended^ with many, 
on their sporting something entirely new; while 
on those (who, from attention to higher ob- 
jects, are not such adepts in the science) they 
look down with conscious superiority. O, that 
half this anxiety were manifested, that (in a 
different sense) '^ old things might pass away, 
and all things become new f* 

Do but compare for a moment, a woman 
actuated by this pitiful spirit of competition and 
love of show, with another, who, occupied by 
things of real importance, dresses with simpli- 
city, frugality, and propriety, according to her 
station, totally unmoved by the rivalry and 
splendour of her dressy neighbours ; — ^and then 
judge which of the two is the most dignified— 
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(or to emfdoy a term more intelligible to some) 
the most genteel. 

I wish, my dear Laura, that those among 
you^ with whom this mania has commenced^ 
would but calculate how large a proportion of 
time> and especially of thought, it commonly 
engrosses ; and then let reason and conscience 
decide how far it is injurious to mental and 
moral growth. Does it not seem with some> 
'' the one thing needful^*' to which all that is 
really so, is sacrificed ? 

When we contemplate our various relations 
«»— what we owe to our fellow-creatures, to our- 
selves, and to God — is it not fearful to reflect 
upon the large portion of time, and the undue 
degree of interest, devoted to the ornament of 
bodies which must so soon decay, and fall into 
ruin ! '* Where the treasure is, there will the 
heart be also.*' To ascertain the ruling passion 
of the mind, and its effects, it would be useful 
to make a pause, and recollect how seldom 
such vain cogitations are interrupted by those 
momentous subjects, which ought to predomi- 
nate in minds destined to an imuiortal exist- 
ence. . And, on the contrary, to let conscience 
witness^ how frequently those vanities intrude 
into the house ofQod, and even into the closet! 
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Such an observation as this^ however, would 
be unintelligible to thousands: it would be 
" speaking in an unknown tongue*' to those, 
whose closets witness only the business of the 
toikt, or the perusal of a romance. But there 
is a time approaching, when, '^ the mantles, 
and the whimples, and the crisping pins, must 
belaid aside;" for '' the fashion of this world 
passeth away !*' " Strait is the gate, and nar- 
row is the way that leads to life 5 and few there 
be who go in thereat." But that happy few 
are clothed in robes of spotless whiteness, un- 
rivalled, for glory and beauty, by the most costly 
manufactures of this world. Their garb and 
ornaments, indeed, give them the appearance 
of singularity in the midst of an evil genera- 
tion : for they are evidently pilgrims and stran- 
gers, passing on to another country ^ and who 
partake, with self-denying moderation, of the 
enjoyments of this, with which they are sup- 
plied from stage to stage. 

Let not your ambition, then, my Laura, be 
degraded to such things as '^ braiding the hair, 
and gold, and pearls, and costly array |" but 
rather strive to attain a meek and quiet spirit, 
and the rest of those christian graces, which 
manifest to what country we are bound : for 



,y Google 



A MOTHER AMD DAUGHTSft. ^ 

these are " in the sight of Grod, of grtai price** 
Let your language still be, with our revered 
poet, 

*' Then will I set mj heart to find 

Inward adornings of the mind ; 
Knowledge and virtue, truth and grace ; 

These are the robes of richest dress." 



Although, from my neglecting your com- 
mission, many will be before-hand with you in 
the new fashion, you will not be disconcerted 
at this, nor suffer such a trifle to be a disap- 
pointment. Let your chief ambition be, that 
none shall get the start of you in better things. 
We are solicitous, as you well know, my dear 
girl, to gratify all your reasonable wishes, as 
far as we can ; but it is no part of our plan to 
expend all upon you now ^ or, by unkind indul- 
gence, to cherish such dispositions as must, 
eventually, prove inimical to your happiness. 
We would lay a foundation for the welfare of 
our Laura, when her parents are sleeping in 
the dust. 

Your affectionate Mother. 
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LETTER XI. 

I AM really surprised, my dear mamma, 
to find how near Christmas is! This, I am 
sure> has not appeared a long half year to me : 
it seems but a little while since that fine 
summer's morning, when I took a sorrowful 
leave of you. And this I think I can say, that 
the pleasure I feel at the prospect of the ap- 
proaching vacation, arises entirely from the 
delightful hope of seeing you^ dear, dear papa, 
mamma, and Kitty ! and not at all from the 
thought of being released from the restraints 
and employments of school. I really pity those 
who are going home to spend the time in idle- 
ness and indulgence) and rejoice to think that 
this would not be my case, even if I were ever 
so much disposed to it. I hope to return to 
school, not with reluctance, but with renewed 
fiurdour for my pursuits ; it will also be a great 
pleasure to meet many of my school associates 
again,-^ear Grace, especially $ besides Mrs.W. 
whose kindness I shall never forget. 

I shall say nothing about my improvement 
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in any respect, as you will so soon be able to 
judge of that for yourselves : only I must just 
tell you before-hand, not to expect tea mueh> 
as you know it is (mly half a year 5 and I have 
had a great many things to attend to in that 
time. 
/ I am glad, now, that you -and papa decided 
I as you did, about some things that I was, at 
\ first, very desirous to learn. And so, I think, 
\ \ is Mrs. W. She appears to regret it when the 
^ ladies' parents are anxious (as most of them are) 
> for their daughters to acquire such a variety of 
\ accomplishments : since it. crowds the time, so 
s^ that they cannot make great proficiency in any 
^ one of them : and, especially, as it prevents 
^ their giving sufficient attention to pursuits, 
which she considers of far higher importance. 
Even Mr. Biggins, mamma, desired that 
bis daughter might learn every thing that mo* 
ney could pay for : and particularised painting 
on velvet, and playing on the tambourine ! It 
is well, 1 think, that Mrs.W. has better ideas 
of education than poor Mr. Biggins -, or his 
daughter would be rendered more ridiculous'^ 
that is, I mean, would be more exposed to ri- 
dicule tom inconsiderate people, than before 
she came to school. * 
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Mrs. W. is constantly urging us to take 
pains^ and pay every attention to whatever we 
attempt to acquire^ but she is very anxious that 
we should distinguish between mere accom- 
plishments, and that sterling knowledge which 
furnishes and enlarges the mind. Even acoom* 
plishments, she says> are chiefly to be valued as 
they tend to refine the taste> and extend the 
views: and I have often heard her observe, 
that life is too short to allow us to devote much 
of it, to any thing that may not directly or in- 
directly become useful to ourselves or others. 
She once knew a young lady, who had devoted 
her whole life to learning to play on the harp. 
She succeeded, as might be expected, in her 
object — ^that of playing on the harp better than 
any of her friends : but what then ! ** What a 
terrible mistake,'* said Mrs. W. " for a being 
sent into the world to prepare for immortality !'* 

You were right, mamma, in your opinion 
of Miss Biggins ; for I really think she is very 
improveable by education. You have no idea 
how patiently she applies ; and how eagerly 
she seems to receive, the new ideas, that are 
every da> presented to her mind. 

We are just now reading " Gregory's Les- 
sons,'^ which I reniember being so much inte- 
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rested in four years agO) especially the astrono- 
mical parts^ which made me first lore to look 
1^ the^tars, and to think of them, and of Him 
who '' calls them all by their names," as I lay 
awake at night, and saw them twinkling 
through the window-panes. It is all new, as 
you may suppose, to Miss Biggins $ and she 
seems quite pleased, and anxious to know 
more. Now this, as I heard Mrs. W. explain- 
ing to her, has opened her mind, furnished it 
with new ideas, and afforded her a new source 
of pleasure ) pleasure, too, of a noble and ele- 
vating kind. While, if she had been employ- 
ing the same time in scratching upon a piece of 
relvet^ she might, indeed, have been able to 
produce a gay screen or work-bag ; but her 
mind would have remained as uncultivated as 
before. How many young women one may 
see, as Mrs. W. says, who can display a great 
variety of showy acquirements, and yet, are 
pretty nearly as common, narrow, and vulgar- 
minded, as those who have received no educa- 
tion at all. '^ Not that I would infer," said 
she, '' that all things which are called accom- 
plishments should rank no higher in our esti- 
mation, than drawing a flower ; since some of 
them, when properly studied, approach very 
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nearly, in their effects upon the mind, to more 
solid acquisitions. But yet, with respect to all 
of them, I would ever keep in mind, the brevity 
of life, and the grand business of it." 

I was sure you would be pleased to hear 
how much Mrs.W.'s ideas, on this subject, ac- 
cord with yours and p^ia*s ; and that, after all 
your anxiety, you have entrusted your poor 
Laura to one, who is so much more anxious to 
make her wise and good, than showy and bril- 
liant. I hope her kind intentions and yours 
may not be wholly disappointed. I know whose 
fault it will be if they are. 

. We are so very busy now, that perhaps I 
shall not be able to write again before we 
iiieet; and I postpone all further particulars till 
that happy day. But I hope, dearest mother, 
that you will a£ford one more of your kind 
letters to your affectionate 

LAURA. 
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LETTER XII. 

MY DEAR CHILD, 

It waS'but a few eTenings ago, that 
poor Kitty suddenly exdaimed^ with great ani- 
mation^ '* This day fortnight Laura will be 
bare !*' *' If nothing happens to prevent it,** 
said your papa. " To prevent it!" replied 
Kitty : '^ dear papa, what can happen to pre- 
vent it?" " That I cannot tell, indeed,** re- 
plied he i '^ and I hope nothing will ! but you 
remember how they are reproved, who speak 
too confidently of '^ going into such a city }* 
and how we are warned not to '' boast of to- 
morrow, as we know not what a day may bring 
forth.*' The general propriety of this, Kitty 
could not dispute ; though, I fear, it did not 
tend to check the confidence of her expecta- 
tions in the present instance. 

I relate this little circumstance, my dear 
Laura, to prepare you for a disappointment, 
which it gives me a great deal of pain to com- 
municate. As the time approached for your 
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retarn, we> as well as yourself, began to indulge 
many agreeable anticipations : and .hoping it 
would increase our pleasure and yours^ 1 bad 
written to request my young friend Charlotte 
to come^ and make her promised visit to us 
during the Christmas vacation. She accepted 
the invitation^ and has been with us a few 
days. But how long she may remain^ or in 
what manner be conveyed hence^ is extremely 
uncertain. She came safe and well« but is now 
confined with an acute fever^ which affords 
littie prospect of a speedy recovery. And as 
our piedical attendant cannot yet ascertain what 
form her disorder may assume^ nor how it may 
terminate^ we think it best» that our dear Laura 
should forego the expected pleasure $ provided 
it is convenient to Mrs. W. to allow you to re- 
main with her^ of which she wUl soon inform 
you. 

It is highly probable^ therefore^ that we 
shall not meet before Midsummer : 1 need not 
say> my dear girl> that the disappointment is as 
much ours as yours; but as it is unavoidable^ I 
hope we shall all acquiesce in it cheerfully. As 
there are few evils without their accompanying 
good^ we hope that you will derive a valuable 
lesson from the present circumstance. How- 
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ever common-place the observation^ it is an 
estaWshed and important truths and one of 
which the young need to be continually re- 
minded^ that this is a world of uncertainties 
and disappointments. You may, with pro- 
priety> my love^ view the event as a sample of 
your future experience. I was going to add, 
well will it he, if crosses of no greater magni- 
tude await you. But He who dispenses our 
sorrows, is best acquainted with the kind and 
degree of suffering, necessary to our eventual 
happiness. Our lesser trials, as well as our 
heavier calamities, come alike under the cogni« 
sance of Him, who regards '' a sparrow fsdling 
to the ground," as well as the desolating earth* 
quake. It is well, however, that futurity is 
concealed from our view: as fore-knowledge, 
if we possessed it, could not enable us to '' add 
one cubit to our stature, nor to make one hair 
white or black.*' Could we have foreseen the 
extent of our separation, it would have ren^ 
dered the parting still more painful: could we 
have foreseen what has occasioned it, we might 
have withheld our invitation to Charlotte;— 
when, either for her or for us, the circumstance 
may eventuaUy prove a propitious one. 

Not having seen her since the time of her 
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dear mother's deaths when she was an infant^ I 
was anxious to see whether she inherits those 
excellencies^ which I so highly venerated in h^ 
parent, and by which she is still endeared to 
my memory. How far my hopes were fulfilled 
in this respect^ I may tell you on a future oc- 
casion : at present, all our attention is engros- 
sed by her alarming situation. We know not 
but she may be going to join her parents very 
soon; and if she is prepared for such a change^ 
it is well ; f(ir she has now no ability to attend 
to her eternal interests. Let this affecting oe- 
currence stimulate you, my dear Laura^ to 
'' remember your Creator before the evil day 
comes,** which may even now be at hand^ '* in 
which you shall have no pleasure** — no power 
to attend even to the most trivial concerns; 
much less to those of everlasting importance. 



** A flower may &de before tis i 

Your affectionate Mother. 
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LETTER XIII. 

MY DEAR MOTHER, 

I WILL not attempt to conceal from you 
how ill I bore the first news of my disi^point- 
ment. It was certainly the moat severe one I 
ever had 5 as I had indulged myself lately^ in 
imagining every circumstance of our expected^ 
meeting 5 and was making many preparations 
for it^ which are now of no use : — ^but that is 
all over. 

I presented your letter to Mrs. W. She de- 
sires me to say^ that it is quite convenient for 
me to remain with her during the vacation ', 
and is so kind as to add^ that she will do all in 
her power to make it agreeable to me. I 
am very sorry for poor Charlotte; and felt 
ashamed of my selfishness^ when I founds how 
long I continued thinking of my own disap- 
pointment^ before I began to recollect the oc- 
casion of it> or to consider how much lighter 
my trial is than hers* 
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I have often ohserred, that pleasures are 
half spoiled to us, by some little unforeseen 
yexation attending them. Now I have made 
another discovery, which surprised me still 
more ; and that is, that even pains and disap- 
pointments have their pleasures. Tou would 
be pleased to hear how many things have hap- 
pened, to reconcile me to my fate. In the first 
place, there was the sympathy of my compa- 
nions. I have heard, that friendship is best tried 
by adversity, and so 1 found it. There were 
none, indeed, who did not express some con- 
cern for me i and some from whom I least ex- 
pected it, I am sure meant "what they said. 
Fanny Fielding, who had been of late so intent 
upon her employments, in preparation for 
going home, that she has not had a word to 
spare for any body, surprised me by her warm, 
unaffected expressions of concern : while Jessy 
Cooke, who had just heard that she was to 
spend the vacation with her relations in Lon- 
don, was so engrossed by her own happiness, 
that she could scarcely take the trouble even 
to say that she was sorry. Oh, how much I 
was mistaken in Jessy at first ! Nothing gra- 
tified me more than the sympathy of some of 
the little ones, who, in the midst of their de* 
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light at the thought of going home, came ran- 
aing to kiss and comfort me ) wishing, as they 
said, *' that poor Laura was going to see her 
mamma." 

Grace did not say much, for she is nerer 
lavish of words ; but such is the generosity of 
her Mendship, that I could see her own plea- 
sure was really lessened by my disappointment. 
If she could, I know she would gladly have 
shared it with me. She did all in her power 
to comfort me 5 and what was better, gave me 
excellent advice for bearing it well. What I 
most dreaded, was witnessing the busy prepa- 
rations, in which I was to have no share ; and 
seeing the happy parties set off. She, therefore, 
advised me, instead of being an idle spectator, 
to engage in the bustle myself, by assisting the 
rest. She told me to be, not only patient but 
cheerful ; and prophesied, that the satisfaction 
of submitting heroically, would compensate for 
all the pain. And now, mamma, would you 
believe it > — ^those three days of bustle, while 
the school was breaking up, passed as happily 
as almost any I can remember. I was all the 
time at every body's call 3 packing for one, and 
finishing something for another. I found par- 
ticular pleasure in assisting those who felt the 
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least for me; because^ you know, my services 
to them were most disinterested. I packed all 
Jessy's things^ and mounted several drawings 
for her^ ready to take home. By these means, 
I searcely felt a pang when the last chaise drove 
off, and I returned to the silent empty school- 
room. And what do you imagine I found 
there? — a beautiful writing-desk, very com- 
pletely fitted up, and a letter directed to me. 
It was written in the name of the whole school, 
and signed by all their names } and was to beg 
my acceptance of the desk, as an expression of 
their united affection. Mrs.W. says, that as 
soon as they heard of my disappointment, they 
asked her permission to raise a subscription 
among themselves for this purpose. Was it 
not kind ? — and^ instead of complaining, ought 
I not to be contented and happy } I am now 
using it for the first time ; and it would be 
shameful, 1 am sure^ to write a murmuring 
word upon my pretty present. 

Nothing can exceed dear Mr^.W.'s kind- 
ness to me. She leaves me entirely at liberty 
to dispose of my time during the vacation $ 
only recommending me to continue a regular 
application to my studies, as the best way to 
prevent lassitude, and to make the time pass 
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pleasantly. By this means^ she says> I shall 
also be able to ascertain the progress I have 
made 5 smd see how far I can go without help ; 
and whether I have acqiiired so much strength 
of mind^ and strength of habits as to be atten- 
tive and industrious when restraints are re- 
moved. But while she recommends this^ she 
is kindly planning many little pleasures and 
recreations for us^ to make it appear like holi- 
day-time. 

I forgot to tell you^ that another is spend- 
ing the vacation here as well as myself. A 
young lady who has lately lost both her pa- 
rents : she came last quarter ; and having no 
comfortable home to go to, Mrs. W. offered to 
retain her here. - I cannot say, however, that 
this renders my stay so much more agreeable 
as you might suppose. If I could have chosen 
a companion, it would have been delightful in- 
deed : (and you can easily guess who it would 
have been). But Miss Morrison — ^though, on 
account of her circumstances, I would wish to 
be particularly kind and attentive to her — is 
not the kind of girl I should have made choice 
of. Nor does she at all answer the idea one 
naturally forms of an orphan. Before she 
came^ I imagined her to be a pale^ interesting- 
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looking girl ; rather tall^ with light blue eyes^ 
in deep mournings and rery melancholy. In- 
stead of this^ she is stout and healthy; fond of 
romping and school-jokes ; and not at all in- 
telligent. So that she rather spoils the plea- 
sure I should otherwise enjoy in Mrs.W.'s 
society : as well as that while we are together, 
I am obliged to talk to her> when I would so 
much rather indulge my own reflections : for 
now I have you, and Grace, and a great many 
things to think of. Besides, she talks such 
nonsense, sometimes ! I think Mrs. W. per- 
ceives that we are not very suitable com- 
panions. She was saying the other day, that 
when we are placed in the society of persons 
who are uncongenial and uninteresting to us^ 
we have an opportunity of exercising unmixed 
benevolence ; which is far from being the case 
when associating with those we lore, whose 
esteem we most desire, and whose society is 
flattering and delightful to us. There is often^ 
she says, more of selfishness than we suspect^ 
in the attentions we pay to favourite friends. 
But to interest ourselves in the concerns of 
those who are comparatively indifferent to ub, 
-^to be kind and courteous, and to converse 
with them when we had rather be silent, — this. 
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she said, is genuine good-nature : and the self- 
denial it demands will be amplj repaid by the 
esteem of others^ as well as by the satisfaction 
of our own minds. She also said, that it is a 
great mistake, very common to young people, 
which time and experience would correct, to 
despise the good opinion of any one. And, 
that it not unftrequently happens, that the good- 
will of those whose esteem we scarcely thought 
worth obtaining, proves far more valuable to 
us than that which we have been most soli- 
dtoos to win. 

I find great pleasure in rising at the usual 
hour, though no bell calls me -, and in applying 
assiduously when no one requires it. If I am in- 
dustrious during the whole vacation, I shall get 
very forward ; and commence again with great 
advantage. I assure you, I quite enjoy myself 
when I am hard at work in the empty school- 
room. 

Hoping soon to hear a better account of 
your guest, I remain your lonely 

LAURA. 
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LETTER XIV. 

MT DEAR ULVRA, 

After a period of painfiil anxiety, 
on behalf of our dear invalid^ I have at length 
the pleasure to inform you of her gradual re- 
covery. I think I promised to give you some 
account of her; a task more pleasing now, than 
it would have been when first she came under 
our roof. Perhaps my affection for her dear 
mother might operate to her disadvantage, by 
causing me to raise my expectations too high. 
Indeed, prejudice is always injurious, even 
when exercised in favour of an object. There 
was a confident and unembarrassed air, even in 
Charlotte's first introduction to us, which never 
fails (in a young person especially) to make an 
unfavourable impression. But poor Charlotte 
had been educated at a fashionable boarding- 
school, and under the guardianship of a dissi- 
pated aunt. She has been introduced into the 
world as a young woman of fortune 3 with the 
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addition of personal adyantages^ and Tarious 
aoGomplishmenU. She had^ therefore^ every 
thing to elate, and (being a stranger to herself) 
nothing to humble her. How widely different 
is the confidence and self-sufficiency of a vain, 
thoughtless mind, from that holy boldness 
which enables the meanest Christian to ex- 
claim, '' Whom shall I fear?— The Lord is 
the strength of my life, of whom shall / be 
afraid?" 

It was soon apparent, that Charlotte's visit 
to us was rather in polite compliance with our 
repeated invitations, than from any inclination 
of her own. She was aware, I believe, that 
our principles and habits were quite dissimilar 
to hers. I observed too, that Kitty, who for 
some time before her arrival had thought and 
talked of little but Charlotte, felt chilled and 
disappointed at the first interview. The feel- 
ings with which she was prepared to meet her 
new friend, werfe repressed by a certain man- 
ner, which is not calculated to interest the 
heart. 

She had been with us but a few hours, be- 
fore I perceived, from the alternate flushings 
and paleness of her cheek, that she was not 
well. She had a slight cough, a constant in- 
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dination to approach the fire^ and frequent 
shiverings^ which, however, she took especial 
care to conceal. When I intimated my appre- 
hensions, she made light of them ; and utterly 
rcjectedjmy precautionary means, which might, 
in this stage of the complaint, have prevented 
the consequences which followed. 

She had, it seems, on the night preceding 
her journey, been to an assembly 5 and acknow- 
ledged that she caught a slight cold, by coming 
5ut while heated with dancing. But she said 
she T^as proof against such accidents 5 that she 
never confined or nursed herself ; and on my 
repeatedly urging her to do so on the present 
occasion, she laughed, and asked Kitty if she 
was always served so when she had a cold. 
But notwithstanding these bravados, it was 
very evident that the disorder rapidly gained 
ground : especially after she had persisted, in 
spite of my remonstrances, in strolling about 
the garden, with little extra covering, although 
itwas a damp and foggy morning. But with one 
so competent to judge for herself, (as doubt- 
less every young lady, of her age must be) all 
Ariendly interference was deemed superfluous. 

But at lengthy Charlotte could brave it out 
no longer. Siduiess had laid a powerful hand 
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on ber^ and peremptorily confined her to her 
bed } and death stood at the door. Nor could 
all the skill of the physician^ nor the assiduities 
of friendship^ afford hope for some days> that 
the disorder would not finally prevail. Deli- 
rimn ensued : — ^it was the delirium of a dissi- 
pated mind^ betraying its habits and propensi- 
ties by every incoherent expression. Alas ! it 
was but a remove firom the vain rovings of her 
distempered imagination^ when she thought 
hersdf well and happy. But> with the return 
of her recollection and reasoning powers^ a 
conviction of the vanity and insufficiency of 
those things^ which heretofore had constituted 
her supreme felicity^ seemed to penetrate her 
mind. She^ at leasts perceived that^ however 
congenial they might be to her taste and wishes, 
she held them by a very precarious tenure; and 
that something more was necessary to consti- 
tute genuine happiness, than delights of which 
she might be deprived at a moment's warning. 
Her sdf-complacency, too^ seemed to have re- 
ceived a considerable shock : she now felt 
herself to be a poor, dependent creature 5 de- 
pressed or elated by circumstances at which, a 
few weeks before, she would have spumed. 
When she had gained sufficient strength to sit 
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up in ber bed« she requested a glass to be 
lurought. I complied -, and watched with in* 
tei^st the turn of her countenance^ when she 
beheld her altered appearance. The shock 
was almost too much for her feeble frame. 
The pallid cheeky sunk eye^ and languid ex- 
pression^ enforced a lesson^ which^ I hope^ will 
not soon be forgotten. *' Surely>" I said> '' all 
flesh is grass^ and the beauty thereof as the 
flower of the field r* She assented mournfully^ 
And I added^ '^ but although ' the grass wi- 
thereth^ and the flower fadeth^ the word of 
the Jiord endureth for ever :' that word^ which 
is not only able to r&ise the decayed body> even 
from the dust of deaths but to renew the de- 
piaved soul> and make it fit for heaven.*' ^' I 
perceive^" said she^ '* that either you have too 
much religion^ or I too little." I replied^ that 
whatever might be the case with her» I was 
quite sure the supposition did not apply to me. 
Ske afterwards said^ she had never felt half so 
grateful for all the blessings with which she 
bad been favoured^ as she now did (enfeebled 
as she was) for the hope of recovery. She 
seemed^ however, to shrink from the trials and 
dUiculties which she perceived must attend a 
newi-a religious life -, and greatly to fear her 
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own Stability. '^ What strength of mind, and 
self-command, must religious peoide haTel*' 
she said. '^ They have strength, indeed,*' I 
rqplied; ''but it is derired strength. The 
iq^tle says, ' I can do all things through 
Christ that strengtheneth me;' and the weak- 
est Christian can make the same boast. If 
yon find^ my dear Charlotte," I said, '' any 
disposition tQ apply the solenm lesson you hava 
reedTed to your soul's advantage, regard it as 
the striving of the spirit of God on your heartj 
taking occasion, by your recent sufferings and 
danger, to impress divine things upon your 
mind. And the same powerful aid, if sought 
and cherished, will be afforded to finish what> 
I hope, is begun. May you be induced to co* 
qperate with these gentle influences; and ac- 
cept the Gospel on the terms on which it is 
offered !— accept a Saviour, to do all in and for 
you." 

Thus, I would hope, that our young friend 
is at least inquiring the way to Zion. May 
she find the right road, and not be turned aside 
to either hand, by the temptations that await 
her ! There are so many who, in consequence 
of such alarming warnings, '' run weU" tor a 
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time^ but are afterwards *' hindered/' that at 
present, we can but '' rejoice with trembling/* 

I am glad to find, my dear Lfaura^ that you 
have gained a little experience since yon quit- 
ted home; sufficient, I would hope, to prevent 
your forming a very hasty judgment in future, 
either of persons or things. Even Mrs.W. 
spears to be more agreeable, than yon had 
supposed a governess could be. — ^Miss Dacre, 
whose amiableness you were at first disposed 
to question, proves to be your most valued 
friend : — ^while, Jessy, who stood so high in 
your estimation for a fow days, recedes into 
the back ground. You perceive also, that 
events are not to be judged of prematurely, 
any more than persons. When you left home, 
it would have greatly embittered the separa- 
tion, could you have known that you were not 
to see it again till your final return. Yet, how 
many agreeable circumstances have sprung 
fit>m your disappointments! 

Well, my Laura, if trivial events like these 
produce such unlooked-for benefits^ how much 
more may you expect, if you walk in " Wis- 
dom's ways,** to find, though set with many a 
thorn, that they will prove to be ''paths of peace 
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and pleasantness !*' and that all things, how- 
ever adverse they may appear, shall work to* 
gether for your ultimate good. Such observa- 
tions, also, will tend to abate your surprise at 
the frequent difference between our views and 
modes of thinking and your own^ If, in a few 
months, you have gained so much experience, 
our stock, in a much greater number of years, 
ought to have accumulated in a proportionate 
degree. The result of which will sometime^ 
be, that, what appears decidedly good or evil 
to you, may seem otherwise to us; we may (if 
not compelled to form a judgment quite the 
reverse) at least wish to suspend our opinion 
respecting it. In this imperfect state, diffi- 
dence of our own judgment becomes every 
age; but how unbecoming must confidence, 
po^itiveness, and impatience of contradiction 
be in those, who have neither years nor experi- 
ence to support it ! 

Your affectionate Mother. 
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LETTER XV. 

SY DBAft MAMMA, 

I AM rejoiced to hear of poor Charlotte's 
recovery ; and especially of the hopeful conse- 
quences of her illness. Fray give my love to 
her; for I am sure I should love her now, I 
can well remember my own sensations when I 
was ill three years ago, and when I discovered^ 
by your looks^ that you were uneasy about me* 
I thought^ that if I recovered^ I should never 
forget the impressions I then felt 5 but^ obi 
when health returned^ how soon they wore off! 
When I am quite well^ and busy and happy, 
(as, indeed, I am very often) how difficult it 
is, to think religion of as much importance as 
it appears to be on a sick bed ! 

Well ! the vacation is over; and we are all 
going on just as usual again. Considering my 
disappointment, the time passed as pleasantly 
as I could expect. I saw more of Mrs. W. in 
those few weeks, than during the whole pre- 
vious half-year 5 and I assure you, I love her 
better than I ever did before. 
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I have been sitting a long time, with the 
pen in my hand, considering whether I should 
expose my vanity and folly, by confessing a 
little mortification I had the first week or two 
of the vacation : but as it did me a great deal 
of good, I think I must tell you. I mentioned 
in my last, that Miss Morrison was staying here 
with me 5 and^ from what I then said^ you 
would, perhaps, perceive that I fancied myself, 
in many things, very much her superior. Yes, 
mamma, I felt this so much, — so much more, 
indeed, than I was aware, — that I made no 
doubt Mrs.W. thought the same 5 and con- 
cluded^ that she would value my company 
much the most 3 feel hers a kind of interrup'- 
tion ; and address her conversation chiefly to 
me. But, instead of this, her attentions were 
so equdly divided between us, that it would 
have been impossible for any body to guess 
which of us she preferred. I should not have 
regarded her bestowing even more kindness 
upon Miss Morrison, if she had but flattered 
me by engaging in conversation with me, on 
subjects that would not have interested her. 
But as she did not, I concluded it was only 
from delicacy to Miss Morrison's feelings 5 and 
still hoped, that she would take some opportu- 
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nity, when we were alone^ to say as much. 
But^ although there were many opportunities^ 
nothing of the kind was said^ or hinted at. 

Mrs.W. had several little jobs to be done 
during the vacation^ in which she requested 
our assistance. This we both willingly gave : 
and nothing would have gratified me more, 
than rendering myself useful to her. But, in 
almost every thing we undertook. Miss Morri« 
son succeeded better than I. She did things 
more adroitly, and readily, notwithstanding my 
anxiety to do my best. Mrs.W. I saw, was 
pleased with her) especially as in all she did, 
her manner was so obliging and attentive. At 
last, I thought of something in which I was 
pretty sure she could not rival me. It was 
Mre.W.'s birth-day ; and I determined, foolish 
as I was, to write some verses on the occasion. 
I was nearly the whole day about it > and as 
soon as they were finished, I went to leave 
them in her closet, where she would find them 
in the evening. In the closet I found Miss 
Morrison) who shewed me a large pile of 
Christmas bills, which she had been employed 
all day in casting up for Mrs. W. 

At supper time, Mrs.W. came down, with 
a kind smile on her face, my verses in one 
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hand^ and these biUs in the other. And fini she 
thanked me, more than I deserved, for my ad- 
dress to her 3 and added, that '' it was certainly 
very well for a first attempt." I eannot say 
this compliment quite equalled my expecta- 
tions ; especially as I knew it was by no means 
^ first attempt. But I was still less satisfied 
with myself when she said, turning to Miss 
Morrison, '' ^Ly dear, I have examined sereral 
of these bills, and I find they are quite right ; 
and I thank you : you have been very useful 
to me 3 you have saved me a great deal of 
time and trouble to-day.*' Indeed, mamma, 
I felt at that moment very much humbled) 
and I felt (what I believe Mrs. W. wished me 
to feel) that, although a better education has 
certainly given me the advantage of Miss 
Morrison, in some respects, yet that in many 
useful qualities she quite as much surpasses 
me 3 and, that there is by no means so great a 
difference between us as I vainly imagined. 
I have since thought less of myself, and better 
of her 3 and you cannot think how much easier 
and happier I have been, since I gave up all 
bought of pre-eminence : and Mrs.W. I think, 
has been better pleased with me. 

I was very glad, however, when the school 

b5 
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re-opened, and all my companions retnrnecl. 
Grace was among the first who arrived j and 
a happy meeting it was i for you may suppose 
how many things we had to say after six weeks* 
absence. We have two new scholars this half* 
year. They are acquaintances that Jessy Cooke 
made in London, and very proud she is of them. 
It was in consequence of her recommendation, 
she says, that they are come to Mrs.W.'s. 
They have been at a high school in London, 
and are very gay, dashing girls : and they seem 
to look down with contempt upon every thing, 
and every body here. I am afraid, indeed, 
they cannot be much pleased with their new 
situation; for Mrs.W. is the last person in the 
world to pay any extra attention to young 
people, on account of fortune, or fashion, or 
any thing of that kind : and, although they 
have learnt a great many showy things, they 
are really not, as to information, equal to some 
of the youngest girls in our school. Poor 
Jessy pays such court to them ! and at present 
she is quite in favour ^ but how long it will 
last, time will shew. 
« I hope I shall remember the advice Mrs. 
W. gave us on re-commencing our pursuits. 
*' There was," she said, " as we must perceive. 
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a considerable diffisrence in the degrees of pro* 
gress we had sererally made. And this dif- 
ference," she begged us to observe, '* was not 
always in proportion to our ages, nor to the 
time we had been in the school, nor even in 
proportion to our natural talents : since some 
of the younger ones had overtaken their se- 
niors ; and many of slower parts had got the 
start of those, who appeared most quick and 
promising. How, then, was this to be ac- 
eounted for ? It all depended,'* she said, '* upon 
the degree of our personal industry 5 and the 
pains each one took with herself. There cotdd 
not be a greater mistake than expecting mas* 
ters, and school-discipline, to do every thing in 
education. They could do very little indeed, 
without individual energy and diligence. It 
was for want of this," she said, '' that so many 
young people leave a school very little better, 
and in some respects much worse, than they 
entered it ; and that so many parents are disap- 
pointed in their hopes. To expect an indolent, 
thoughtless, frivolous girl, to become culti- 
vated and intelligent, by merely passing, for a 
few years, through the routine of even a well- 
conducted school, was as unreasonable, as to 
expect a machine to perform its functions. 
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without the moving spring. There were some/* 
she said, '^ who seemed to take it for granted, 
that they were always to remain at the lower 
end of their class; and to be satbfied that it 
should be so. But, to be in this way contented 
with inferiority, she considered as one of the 
worst symptoms of a weak and indolent mind. 
She, therefore, urged each of us to make re- 
doubled efforts; and to remember, that our 
welfare and respectability through life, de- 
pended very greatly upon the habits we foroied* 
and the progress we made, now*' Your af- 
fectionate 

LAUBA. 



LETTER XVI. 

BIT DBAR LAURA, 

Our friend Charlotte has but just left 
us i and, although we were all grieved to part, 
it was with no small degree of satisfaction that 
we reflected upon the circumstances of her 
visit, unpromising as they at first appeared. A 
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sick diamber is not the j^ace we should have 
diosen, wherein to spend the cheerful season 
to which we had been looking forward. But 
I hope we have all found ''the house of mourn* 
ing to be better than the house of mirth.** 

Kitty seems impressed by what she has wit* 
nessed : and I would hope it is more than the 
transient thoughtfulness, which scenes of sick- 
ness>and fears of approaching deaUi^can scarce- 
ly fail to produce. At first, her mind was op* 
pressed by a superstitious belief that Charlotte 
would not recovery which, as I afterwards 
found, originated with the gossip of the ser- 
vants, to which she had unfortunately been 
exposed during my absence above stairs. One 
related divers omens, and presages of death, in 
the house; which were confirmed by a wonder- 
ful dream of another's. And, although poor 
Kitty would not allow herself seriously to 
Ibten to them, they produced insensibly an 
effect upon her spirits, and increased her ap- 
prehensions. Had the event proved such as 
we had reason to fear, it would, probably, have 
operated still more powerfully 3 and might 
have occasioned us, some trouble to convince 
her of the fallacy of these vulgar prognostics. 
How much more rational is it, — how much 
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more pleasing to Him '' in whose hands our 
times are," — ^if, instead of regarding these un* 
meaning suggestions of Ignorance, we were in 
the habit of contemplating those unquestion^ 
able presages of our mortality, presented to us 
by nature, by experience, and by the Holy 
Scriptures ! There we are assured, that '' it is 
appointed unto all men once to die.*' But as 
we know not at what hour we may receive the 
summons— '^ whether at noon, at midnight, or 
at the cock-crowing,'* it behoves us ever to 
''watch and be ready." Regardless of the wind« 
ing-sheet and the death-watch, and the dream 
of superstition, let us listen to the operations of 
Time; who, as with a chisel, is heard every 
moment, chipping oflf a portion of our short 
life in the ticking of the clock. To the slow 
funeral, and tolling bell, let us pay the most 
solemn attention: as these are monitors of our 
own mortality, whose warning voice admits of 
no mistake. May a well-founded hope of 
future happiness enable us all, to contemplate 
such subjects without dismay ! 

When any considerable change takes place 
in the sentiments of a young person, even 
though that change be for the better, it is 
generally attended by some views that are 
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erroneous or extrttvagant. Charlotte catne hi-» 
tber with a mind evidently prejudiced against 
u6, or rather^ against the rel^on we profess. 
We rejoice on our own account, as well as on 
hers, that she has been induced to change her 
opinion. But, in going from one extreme, she 
has approached another: and we hare had 
some troulde to moderate and regulate her 
feelings. With the enthusiasm of her age. 
She would now estimate us as the standard of 
perfection 5 and, as the price of her approbation 
atld good- will, would require in others such an 
exact conformity to our manners and opinions, 
as it is, indeed, unreasonable to expect. Be* 
neath our roof, almost exclusively, she ima- 
gines she could spend her days in tranquillity. 
The most trivial circumstances, connected with 
lis, assume, in her estimation, something of 
importance. Among the many unhappy con* 
sequences to which such feelings tend, was the 
extreme pain with which she thought of quit* 
ting us. She also thought of the society of 
her aunt, with more distaste than even the 
want of congeniality in their present views 
would warrant: and anticipated her return 
home, with feelings not entirely calculated to 
promote the happiness of either. We endea- 
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▼imrad to coQTince her, that without the ut- 
most drcon^peeiafMi, she might rather pre- 
judice the cause of true religion than promote 
it : as many well-meaning persons do^ by die- 
rishing a aeal without prudence. We remind- 
ed her of the obligations she was under to one^ 
who had, at least, discharged her duty towaids 
her according to her own notions of it. That 
eren the pains she had taken in introducing her 
to the gay world with advantage, was, in her 
estimation, acquitting herself of one part of 
her trust. That, although too much immersed 
in the pleasures of the world, she still posses- 
sed many estimable qualities > and had many 
demands upon her niece's gratitude and affec- 
tion. We represented to her the great impor- 
tance of making it evident, that the new views 
she had received tended to render her mare 
amiable and affectionate, and not lea so. In 
avoiding sinful compliances, we intreated her 
to let it appear, that it was always for con- 
science' sake, never from a spirit of perverseness 
or ciqprice. By such prudent and gentle con- 
duct, we encouraged her to hope that, with 
the divine blessing, the happiest consequences 
might follow. 

All this was said^ and much more, before 
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we could i^uce Charlotte to that temper of 
mind in which we wished her to return home; 
ahhough gratitude, and sincere affection for 
her aunt, aided us in pleading her cause. There 
is a degree of inflexibility in Charlotte's temper, 
which sometime^ leads her into a spirit of ar- 
gument and deputation not quite consistent 
with her years. I have witnessed a strong con- 
test between these and other faults in her cha- 
racter, and those right and powerful principles 
by which, I trust, she is sincerely influenced. 
How does Christianity refine and exalt the 
character ! It is but a few months, since all - 
her pleasures were circumscribed within the 
narrow limits of twenty years ) for, she said, 
she could not conceive of being happy after 
she liad past her meridian: although numbers 
are eager in the pursuit of earthly happiness, 
long after that period; of which she might 
have seen a striking instance in her poor aunt. 
But now, (provided her impressions are real 
and permanent) every period, every condition, 
promises solid satisfaction. She can contem- 
plate the time, with cheerfulness, when every 
outward grace shall have faded; and even 
when she shall stand on the brink of Jordan, 
and be about to quit these mortal shores. She 
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no longer views the short period of twenty, or 
forty, or seventy years, as the termination of 
her happiness, but as the commencement of it. 
Her prospects extend beyond the ken of mortal 
eye : they are boundless as eternity. 

I have not, you will be assured, my dear 
Laura, detailed the circumstances of this visit, 
to gratify an idle curiosity, but in the hope 
that you also may derive some improvement 
from the salutary lesson. In the mean time, 

1 am very glad to find that you are receiving 
other lessons, of great importance to the for- 
mation of your character ; though like this, 
and like most salutary lessons, not nnatteifded 
with pain. 

Your affectionate Mother. 



LETTER XVII. 



MT DBAREST MOTHER, 



This is a fine spring morning : the 
air is as soft, and the sky as blue, as«-what 
shall I say^ — as the sky and air on a spring 
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iBomhig. It 19 still esrlj 3 and I have been 
walking in the garden^ which is now quite gay 
with snowdrops and crocuses, Tiolets and prim- 
roses. My heart bounded with joy. I thought 
of home and of Midsummer, as I always do 
when I am particularly happy} and, after 
taking a turn or two, hastened in to begin a 
letter to you, while I am in the mood for writ- 
ing. There ! the bell rings ! so, good-bye till 
evening, when I hope to be with you again. 

Seren o'clock.— Now, my dear mamma, for 
a little chat with you ! I forget what I was 
going to write about this morning 3 so must 
only tell you, that since you heard last, we 
have raised a little contribution among our- 
selves for the Bible Society. This, I know, 
will please you 5 but you will be surprised, 
perhaps, to hear, that it was first proposed by 
those fine ladies, Jessy Cooke's friends, of 
whom I told you. They informed us how it 
used to be conducted in the school they have 
left} and inquired if we had not seen in the 
printed list, '' Young ladies at Mrs. ' ■ 

seminary, 7l» 7*.'* It was soon agreed, that we 
should like very much to do something of the 
kind, if Mrs.W. had no objection. The ladies, 
however, advised, not to mention it to Mr8.W. 
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till we had organised the society ourselves. 
We must form a committee^ they said^ and ap- 
point a treasurer and a secretary ; and it was 
determined, that we should call it '^ The Juoe- 
niU Ladiea* Branch Bible Asiociation,** This 
gave general satisfaction, and we were pro- 
ceeding very eagerly to business, when Grace 
interrupted ns, for a moment, by sayings 
" TherQ is a pretty little girl who calls here 
sometimes with water-cresses : I saw her this 
momingi as I was crossing the hall, and asked 
her if she could read ; she said, ' yes;' I then 
asked her if she could read in the Bible ^ and 
she said, ' O, yes; she was a very good scholar, 
but she had not got a Bible, nor her mo- 
ther either.' — Shall we give her one, then ?" 
said Grace: '' Will you— (speaking to the 
elder of the sisters) — will you be half the ex- 
pense with me?" '* I'll think of it," said she : 
'' perhaps I may 3 though I don't know why I 
should, in particular : indeed, at present I have 
very little to spare 5 besides, we are just new 
talking of something quite different." ^* Not 
quite different, is it ?" said Grace. '' If our 
object is to give poor people Bibles, it is, you 
know, exactly the same thing : but if we are 
only wishing for the fun, or the credit of hav- 
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ing a ' Juvenile Ladies* Branch Bible Astoda* 
Uon,* it is, certaiiily, as you say, quite d^erent.** 
Little Phillis Parker jogged my elbow, as Grace 
said this ; but no other notice was taken, I be- 
liere. They went on talking very fast about 
their plan, and Grace did not press it any fur- 
ther. I know, however, that the little girl had 
a new Bible given her the next time she called | 
and yet Grace was accused of want of zeal 
about the subscription. The next thing was a 
droll dispute between the two sisters, concern- 
ing the offices of treasurer and secretary; they 
both preferring the former. Words ran pretty 
high i till one of the little ones ventured to 
«ome forward, and say, '^ She thought Miss 
Dacre deserved to be secretary, or treasurer, or 
something.** Grace smiled, and said, '' Thank 
you, my dear ; I have no wish to be either.*' 
The ladies, however, thought it safest, I sup- 
pose, after that, to defer their dispute 3 and 
they said, both at once, ** Well, at least. Miss 
Dacre, we must have you on the committee." 
Just at that instant Mrs. W. entered the room. 
She looked rather surprised, and said, ^' Com- 
mittee 1 my dears, what committee?** The 
two London ladies, and Jessy, and one or two 
others, began iomiediately, and altogether, to 
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explain the afiair; and to request her pennis- 
sion and patronage. Mrs.W. quite approved of 
our design 3 but she said, that as, if some one 
would undertake to receive the subscriptions, 
all the business would be done, she did not see 
the necessity for calling a committee, or for 
taking any further trouble about it. At that, 
although we had nothing to object, many look- 
ed disappointed) and I really believe the whole 
a£fair would have dropped then, if Mrs.W. had 
not taken it up herself, and fixed a time for us 
to pay our subscriptions. 

When the time came, the ladies who first 
proposed it, were first applied to. They men- 
tioned the sum they intended to subscribe, 
which was very handsome ; and requested Mrs. 
W. to pay it, and their papa would settle it for 
them ; as they could noi then spare any thing 
from their own allowance. But Mrs.W. said, 
she did not approve of receiving it so: she 
wished such affairs to be entirely voluntary. 
Those who thought they could not afford to 
contribute, were at liberty to dedine it;, or to 
give as small a sum as they pleased. Oi^r pap 
rents, she said, contributed, if they thought 
proper, for themselves ; but this was our con- 
cern; and from our own private purses only 
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she would receive it. Upon thi8> both the 
aistera eagerly assured Mrs.W. that they were 
sure their papa would not have the smallest 
possible objection} for, he ialways particu- 
larly desired they should do every thing of the 
kind that was customary, but never expected 
them to give charity out of their allowance. 
And the younger said to me, in a scornful 
whisper, '^ Dear ! as if such a trifle as that were 
any otgect to papa !" 

Mrs.W. however, persisted in her refusal; 
and proceeded to receive our contributions^ 
without ai^lying to them again. She did not 
then stay to explain herself further, and took 
no notice of the discontent which was very 
evident in some quarters : but on Sunday even- 
ing, when she always spends some time in 
conversation with us, she introduced the sub- 
ject. She was speaking of the importance of 
self-examination, and said, ''That if this exer- 
cise was needful when we are conscious of 
having done wrong, it was doubly so when we 
imagine that we have done right: because con- 
adenoe will often do the work for us in the 
former case, but in the latter, it sometimes 
leaves us to gross self-deception. In these 
times," she said, " when it is so much the 
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fashion to do good« there is so great danger of 
it« that we cannot be too watchful or too jea- 
lous of our motives. It was particularly on 
this account," she added, ''that I objected^ the 
other day, to receiving any subscriptions but 
from your own purses, that you might have 
an opportunity of ascertaining whether your 
zeal was genuine. If you were unwilling to 
deny yourselves some little gratification, for the 
sake of the good cause, you may be certain that 
it was not so. There are, indeed, many ways in 
which our sincerity may be put to the proof. 
Suppose, for instance, we know that a poor 
neighbour is without a Bible: — if that circum- 
stance gives us no piun, — if we make no effort 
to furnish one, while, at the same time, we are 
very anxious for our names to appear in a pub- 
lic subscription, we can be at no uncertainty 
whether our motives are good or bad. Let us 
never take credit to ourselves for that charity 
which costs us nothing, — no sacrifice of our 
own pleasure or convenience 3 much less for 
that by which we gain credit and applause. 
There cannot, therefore, in my opinion," said 
she, '' be a more injudicious indulgence, than 
for parents to pay their children's charities. 
For the same reasons, it is always desirable to 
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conduct concerns of this kind^with as little 
noise and bustle as possible. You would have 
found some amusement, I dare say, in caUihg 
your committee, and giving yourselves u long 
name ; and in an afiak of a different nature, I 
might not have thought it worth while to spoil 
your pleasure : but we shoidd never trifle in 
serious things ; and it is of great consequence 
that we learn to distinguish between the tri- 
fiing and the real in every thing 5 especially 
when there is any danger of mistaking childish 
parade for christian benevolence. In simply 
paying your contributions to me there was 
little fear of mistake. If you are conscious 
that you made the effort with a willing mind, 
it was doubtless an acceptable sacrifice to Him 
who * loves a cheerful giver,* however small 
the gift. 

*' The active spirit of the present times," 
continued Mrs.W. " is, happily, not confined 
to men or women. Young people, and even 
children, are honoured by being allowed to 
unite their efforts. But this, advantageous as 
it is, exposes them to some peculiar tempta<* 
tions 3 against which they cannot too vigilantly 
watch and pray." 

So much, mamma, for our Bible Society ! — 

F 
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'' How wdl it is/' said Once, '' that yy^n 
and motives cause no flnetiiatioBiii the ▼alne 
of money and Bttdes !" 

I must BOW only add^ tiiat I am your a^ 
fectionate 



LETTER XVITI. 

I AM never more forcibly semndfid 
of ray dear Laura than on a sabbath day, when 
I see so many young people enter their XNSWty 
and engage in the solemn acts of devotion to 
that Being, who has promisad to regard the 
young worshipper; wlio at the same moment 
is listening to the devout aspurationlB of multi- 
tudes, and I would hqpe, among. the number, 
to those of my dear child also. Yet» I confess^ 
■there is an occasional sigh extorted from me, 
when I witness the nods, whispers, and signi* 
ficant looks, which are sometimes exchanged 
among them during the time of worship, when 
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they caa oonymiently elode the efm of otbfifVi 
foi^ietfol of that eye from vhidi no vigibiiQS 
caq conceal ihem-^-tiba/preseoce to which Ib^ 
pre now miJ^ing it more duneet i^ioaeh. 
When you went with your pprents^ and the 
imUitade^ ' to keep a holy day,* it was our 
constant aim to impKess you with the solemnity 
pf the sacred se^iaon -, that in ending thes^ 
fia^ly courts, you might consider ^thein as no 
less than " the bouse of God, and the gate of 
heayen." We hope that no change of situa* 
tion^ or of society, has tended to erase those 
ii9i|uressioo9 from your mind. 

When Solomon, at the dedication of the 
temple, had concluded his affecting prayer, 
then " the glory of the Lord filled the house :" 
but although no Tisible glory now appears to 
dazzle our senses, yet, on those pious persons 
who i^proach His footstool in sincerity. He 
sheds a radiance still more benign; even by 
'' lifting up upon them the light of His coun- 
tenance.*' And those who do not participate 
in these favours, are informed of the reason 
of their being '' sent empty away j*'—'* They 
aak and receive not, because they ask amiss.'* 

How delightful it would be, when we hear 
so j^any aoffc and n^^odious voices uniting ii^ 
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songs of praise^ could we hope that their hearts 
were all in unison with the sweet melody! 
This^ indeed^ would be like ^' a little heaven 
below } ' and would make us exclaim^ " it is 
good for us to be here !" 

There is little hope that those who are in- 
attentive in the duties of prayer and praise^ 
should derive any essential benefit from the 
word preached: indeed, there is great reason 
to fear, that they are proportionally remiss in 
their attention to it, not listening to the word 
of God, graciously communicated to us by a 
human instrument 3 nor regarding their minis- 
ter as one devoted to their best interests : yet 
this is the case 3 and those who despise or dis- 
regard his instructions, grossly afifront the ma- 
jesty of heaven, who has commissioned these 
His servants to proclaim the glad tidings of 
salvation to all ; and it is at our own peril that 
we neglect the message. 

Cultivate then, my dear Laura, as you have 
ever been taught, a high esteem and veneration 
for all faithful ministers, '' for their works* 
sake.*' Cherish a filial regard for them, as for 
your spiritual fathers ^ as those who provide for 
yon, *' not the meat which perisheth, but that 
which shall endure to eternal life.'* I know it 
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is unnecessary to recommend our dear pastOT to 
your affectionate respect 5 who watches over 
the ebilciren of his flock with paternal solici- 
tude i and in whose remembrance^ though far 
away^ you still share a place. 

1 am glad Mrs. W. interfered, as she did/ in 
your Bible subscription business. Perhaps^ if 
that had succeeded^ the next proposal would 
have been for one of you to make a speech on 
the occasion. The method she adopted was 
well calculated to evince in what motives the 
wish originated. The propagation of religion 
ifl the most important of all concerns 3 and in 
such a cause^ I hope your zeal will ever be 
lively and effective. But remember^ that in 
proportion to our sense of the value of the 
Bible> our obligations arise to live> ourselves^ 
under its influence. Even the Apostle Paul 
was anxious " lest while preaching to others^ 
he himself should become a cast-away.** In 
estimating our religion by the number of 
Bibles we distribtite, we should be little wiser 
than those who reckon their devotions by their 
beads. It would be very inconsistent if^ while 
we are exerting ourselves with so much energy^ 
to render the sacred volume intelligible to fo- 
reign nations^ we should suffer it to remain 
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" a sealed book" to durselves^—its ditine 
truths unstudied, and never fiiade the sulijeel 
of prayer. There is, however, reason to fear, 
that it may have found access to distant climes 
by means of some, whose minds it has never 
ehlightened 5 whose lives have not been regu- 
lated by its precepts. While we are " break- 
ing up the fallow ground^' of heathen lands, 
sowing the good seed, planting the lily and 
the rose in some wilderness, it behoves us to 
be earnestly solicitous that otr own soil doed 
not lie uncultivated, overgrown with briars, 
thorns, and notions weeds. It will eventual^ 
avail us but little indeed, to have sent civiliza* 
tion among savage tribes, ourselves remaitiiiig 
uncivilized, — if rugged tempers, and tmperioat 
spirits are unsubdued^ and if we appear desti* 
tute of that genuine refinement which adorns 
the christiati character. Let not those who 
are affording others ^' a light to their feel> and 
a lamp to their paths," be content themsdires 
to grope in darkness 5 or to famish, while they 
&t€ distributing so plentiful a feast. Hete, 
^oainently, is an instance in Which ** charity 
should begin at home^'* though, when onde 
begun, it will, assuredly, not end thefe. 

We liope to gratify you occ98iotiaUy« by 
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taking yon^ by and by^ to witness some of the 
public transactions in this great cause 5 as they 
are animating and improving occasions. And 
yet^ perhaps^ our own domestic circle is better 
calculated to cherish those virtues which should 
adorn your sphere^ than the attendance oh pub- 
lic assemblies^ whatever be their object, A 
lecture from your father's arm-chair may^ 
piobaUy^ prove more beneficial to you, than 
tiw most eloquent harangue from any other 
dudr, however illustrioualy filled. 

The opening of the spring flowers has not 
fioikd to remind me of Midsummer^ as well 
yOB^ my dear girl ! But it is still distant 5 and 
at present, let us be chiefly intent upon im- 
proving the precious intervaL 

Your Mother. 
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LETTER XIX. 

MY DEAR MOTHER^ 

If you could see how evenly our days 
pass^ and with what order and regularity we 
live^ notwithstanding our number and the 
many things to be attended to> — ^you would 
not be surprised that I should sometimes feel 
at a loss how to fill a letter. Do not suppose, 
however^ that I feel this wearisome; not at all> 
I assure you. The less interruption there is 
in our employments^ the more pleasant and in- 
teresting they become. Indolence^ I think> 
brings its own punishment^ sooner than al- 
most any other fault. If I am careless and 
inattentive even for an hour or two, every oc- 
cupation appears irksome; but all goes on 
pleasantly while I am taking pains and exert- 
ing myself. 

Those who regard all their employments as 
tasks to be got over as easily as possible, with 
as much assbtance as they can get, and who 
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do no more than they are absolutely compelled 
to> find the days and weeks pass heavily enough. 
They are always complaining of school^ some- 
times even of Mrs.W — counting the days to 
the vacation^ and longing for the time when 
they shall have done with school altogether : 
though I question if they will be much hap- 
pier even then. 

We have one tall girl here^ who seems to 
view her pursuits in this way. Of course she 
has made no great proficiency in any of them. 
Of this she is aware^ and I think it mortifies 
her -J and in order both to amuse herself^ and 
to avoid sinking into contempt amongst us, 
she sets up for a wit^ and makes it her business 
to laugh at every body^ indiscriminately 3 not 
only at her companions^ but the masters^ the 
teachers^ Mrs.W. herself, and even, some- 
times, at our good minister. It evidently 
gives her particular pleasure to be called sati" 
rical; although, as I have heard Grace observe, 
there is no real keenness in her ridicule — no 
true wit or humour. There is little Phillis 
Parker, who has certainly a great deal of wit, 
and can see what is really ludicrous as soon as 
any body, is very sparing of her remarks 5 and 
you never hear her laugh at any one merely for 

p 5 
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thfe 8ak6 of it. Our poor mUsic-master in a con- 
stant butt for this lady's jokes, which^ indeed^ 
is very unfeeling, as he is in ill health, and 
looks unhappy. He has a large fomily to 
provide for, and very little employment; as 
there is another master in the neighbourhood, 
who is said to teach in a more fashionable 
style : though Mrs.W. much prefers his, and 
toys he has more scientific knowledge, and 
much more true taste. He comes from sevei^l 
miles distance, twice a week ; and by the time 
he has been with us an hour or two, he looks 
so fatigued and ill! and has, besides, stich 
sad fits of coughing ! Those who are fond of 
music, and take pains with their lessons, have 
no time, as you may suppose, even if they had 
inclination, to amuse themselves so : but tho8« 
who have no interest in it, and dislike the 
trouble, are glad of the diversion of laughing 
at their master. I never saw Grace very angry 
but once, when some of them were giggling 
behind his chair, so that he must have heard 
it. She turned, and gave them such a look, 
that for once, I believe, they did ftel ashamed. 
Grace, who is his l>est scholar, Uniformly treats 
him with attention and respect, of which I lato 
sure he is sensible. 
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When first I came to school^ I was in 
great danger of acquiring that silly habit: of 
laughing at every things and every body# which> 
I believe, is almost universal among the com- 
moner sort of school girls : but I see now, as 
you, I remember, told me in one of your letters, 
that instead of its being, as they imagine, a 
sign of cleverness, it proceeds from vacancy 
and idleness more than, any thing elsej and 
sometimes from envy and ill-nature. Mrs.W. 
too, has represented this fault as so contemp- 
tible, that 1 am now ashamed of it. 

I received your last letter very opportunely, 
on a Sunday morning $ and I hope it produced 
some good effect, at least for that day. Yes, 
my dear mother, there are, indeed, temptations 
here to levity and carelessness: and I feel 
them as much as any one can. It seems as 
though such crowds of vain thoughts never 
occurred to me, as when I am in a place of 
worship, when it appears easier to fix my mind 
^on any trifle, than on what ought to engage it. 
I am sure the minister takes great pains to 
gain our attention, and impress our minds. 
His eye is frequently directed towards us ) and 
often, 1 am afraid, he must be grieved by our 
inattentive appearance. 
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I hope I am in some d^;ree aware^ how 
important it is to acquire habits of attention 
and command of the thoughts^ now^ while 
habits either good or bad are so easily formed. 
1 remember hearing Mrs. W. say^ that she 
knew no symptom more hopeful in a young 
person's mind^ than the habit of resolutely re- 
sisting vain and improper thoughts the mo- 
ment, they were presented. There was nothing 
good she should not expect from such a charac- 
ter 5 nor «ny thing bad that might not be 
feared^ for one who was in the habit of in- 
dulging them. I was struck^ at the time^ 
with. the remark) and it has often since oc- 
curred to me^ just in time to save me from the 
danger. There is a great difference between 
the moment in which a foolish thought first 
presents itself, and the next^ in which it most 
be either dismissed or admitted. This, Mrs.W. 
says, is the turning point of temptation;— 
the moment when strength of mind is every 
thing. It is quite a deception, as I have my- 
self found, to think of indulging an idle 
thought only for a short time 5 if the effort is 
not made at first, all is over ; one vain idea 
leads to another, and another 5 and so time is 
wasted, and the mind ii^ured. 
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We are expecting^ every day^ the arrival of 
a niece of Mrs. W. a young lady whom she 
educated 3 and who lived here till within the 
last two years. I believe she is now coming 
to assist in the school. She is about a year 
older than Grace, who was here some time 
before she left ; and they were then very in- 
timate. Indeed, I believe, till I came, she was 
Grace's most intimate friend. I am very im- 
patient to see her. 

Farewel, dear mamma. Your affectionate 

LAURA. 



LETTER XX. 

MY DEAR LAURA, 

As you have found it necessary to set 
a guard upon your thoughts, I hope you are also 
aware of the importance of bridling *' that un- 
ruly member," which '' as no man can tame," 
so, surely, no woman can be too careful to re- 
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Strain. At a female seminary, where «o many 
triflers^ at a trifling age^ are assembled^ great 
watchfulness^ in this respect, must be needfol. 
I was once present in a young party (when I 
myself was young) where uni^estrained licen&e 
had been given to our loquacity. After a while, 
one of the company, more silent than the rest, 
drew out her pencil, and wrote down, unob- 
served, the heterogeneous conversation. This 
paper she afterwards read to us, and, certainly^ 
each appeared ashamed of her own part. This, 
though only done in playfulness, might afford 
a useful hint to every one present ; the young 
lady herself, and other young ladies not ex- 
cepted. 

Those who accustom themselves to contem- 
plate the human character, especially with a 
view to tlveir own, will observe and lament the 
frivolity of mind which characterises a large 
proportion of society. The levities of youth 
are, indeed, sometimes cured by age and expe- 
rience. Yet they too frequently prove ineffec- 
tual 3 and the frivolous character, as she ad- 
vances in life, after affording a theme for 
ridicule, becomes, at length, an object only of 
pity. 

Should an intelligent creature be a trifler ? 
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It l¥ad for no trifling purpose that we were 
ciilled into existence, and placed in a dcene of 
action and accountability 3 — a state on which 
the most momentous consequences depend. 

Whether or not we contribute to the wel- ' 
fyft and happiness of our immediate eon- 
neiious, who depend upon us fbr both, in a 
thousand ways, is no trifle. To encounter the 
Ticissitudes of life,4o deal with the variety of 
characters we meet with, to engage in the im- 
portant service demanded of us, to be prepared 
fbr the unexpected calamities to which human 
fiature is subject, are no trifits. Above all, to 
ht ready against that unknown hour, when 
Death shall demand us, is no trifle. Thos6> 
^en, who indulge a firivolous temper, are ill 
prepared fbr their journey ^ and still less for 
their journey's end. 

Know, therefore, my Laura, that your ap- 
proaching entrance into life, for which we are 
so solicitous to prepare you, is no frivolous 
<x)ncem, but serious and important in every 
point of view. We are training you to live. 
Hot only in this world, but in another : and as 
the same duties as ours may one day devolve 
on you, we are endeavouring to prepare you 
for so arduous a work. 
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Yet> do not mistake me: I would not 
spread a gloom over the spring of life, or wish 
you to assume a gravity unsuitable to your 
age. The playful vivacity of youth is ever 
pleasing^ because it is natural 5 and may be in- 
dulged without incurring the censure of fri- 
volity. I say this^ to caution you against 
extremes $ as it sometimes happens^ that those 
who are disgusted with the levity of their com- 
panions^ assume an air and demeanour incon- 
sistent with their years, and which is more 
calculated to excite dislike than respect. So 
difficult is it to observe a wise medium : so apt 
are the young> especially, whatever habits, or 
notions, or manners they adopt, to carry them 
to excess ; and to suffer those views to be in- 
jurious, which are calculated to be beneficial to 
the character. 

I would hope, however, that under the 
mistaken idea of its being only innocent vi- 
vacity, you will never allow yourself to join in 
any conversation which reason and conscience 
would tell you is improper, or tending to im- 
propriety : but either endeavour to give it a 
better turn, or else withdraw from the conta- 
gion. It would have a very salutary effect 
upon conversation, could these two opposite. 
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but connected texts, be continually kept in 
view:—'' Every idle word that men speaks 
they shall give an account thereof in the day 
of judgment** — "To those who speak often 
one to another (on divine subjects) the Lord 
hearkens and hears, and a book of remem- 
brance is written." 

We hope shortly, my dear child, by taking 
such sweet counsel together with you, to add 
to the records of that book, to our own ever- 
lasting advantage and yours. 

I lately observed a servant cleaning some 
plate with a red powder; and on inquiring 
what it was, was answered, " It is a coarse 
rouge, ma*am, something like that the ladies 
paint their faees with.'* I felt mortified at 
receiving this reply from such a quarter, ob- 
tained doubtless from some lady*s maid. I 
would hope that among respectable society, 
there are, comparatively, few who indulge 
in such a contemptible practice ) yet, are 
there not many in all classes of society, who, 
by substituting external appearances for m« 
iemal worth, act as disingenuous a part, as 
the vain woman who attempts to conceal a 
faded face, or a bad complexion, under the 
borrowed tints of the lily and the rose ? A hag- 
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gaxd ^gate appearing in ber native defoitnitf, 
wlo had before been admired for the symmetry 
of her form^ and the delicacy of her ccMn«> 
plezion^ would exdte disgust in proportion to 
the degree of deceit she had practised. The 
most effectual way of obtaining the 8p|m>ba* 
tion of our fellow-creatures^ and the only way 
to injure that of our own conscience and of 
God> is to fte what we wish others to think us: 
and the reality is generally as attainable as hi 
counterfeit. There is this essential difference 
between the body and the mind^ — that, little 
can be effected by all the labours of art be* 
stowed on the former } indeed, inordinate pains 
often defeat their own end, nor can the most 
effective efforts be crowned with permanent 
success ; the labours of to-day will be imper'* 
eeptibly undermined by the operations of time 
to*morrow : but our intellectual nature is so 
constituted, that they who labour on that soil 
shall certainly reap, some thirty, some sixty, 
some a hundred-fold, according to their ca« 
pacities and opportunities for improvement. 
Time, who is hostile to all material ^ings, and 
equally friendly to mental progress, accelerates 
and carries on his operations, in both cases, to 
the borders of another world. 
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Nofiiritlifitaftd]iig> however^ all that can be 
mgtttd on the subject, there wiU ever remain 
mittiberless rotaries of the present moment : 
And to dttch> surely^ that advice shonld be ac- 
ceptable which promises to aid their wishes. 
Let them know> then^ that the best method to 
preserve a good complexion, is to be careM of 
health. This care might be promoted, by such 
a general knowledge of the structure of the 
human frame, as every one should possess; 
and with which, by judicious reading, they 
ought to be furnished. They would thus be 
taught, that a life of indolence is totally in- 
compatible vdth their object. That daily exer- 
cise is as essentially necessary, as daily food or 
nightly repose 5 and that habitual placidity of 
tamper will produce the happiest effects on the 
cOQtitenance. These means will prolong beauty 
whtffe it exists 5 and where it does not> they 
Will alford a pleasing substitute. Nothing can 
be more destructive of personal graces than a 
ttfe of dissipation : they are injured by it be* 
yood all the power of rouge, all the inventions 
of vanity to repair. If, in the ball-room, per- 
sonal charms appear in idl their brilliancy, it 
ii there also that they are undermined. Nature 
languishes and suffers premature decay, under 
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the wear and tear of a life of pleasure^ and 
Time is accelerated in his speed. The bodily 
powers and mental facqlties trip it down, hand 
in hand, till they arrive at the bottom of the 
dance 5 the music ceases -, they quit the glit- 
tering scene 5 and sally forth into the gloom of 
night 

Your affectionate Mother. 



LETTER XXI. 

Do you know, my dear mother, since 
I last wrote to you I have been very unhappy, 
and, I am afraid, very unreasonable; .and so, 
as usual, it was my own fault. I think I men- 
tioned to you, that we were expecting Mrs. W.'s 
niece; and she came soon after I sent my 
letter. Grace and I were sitting together, 
when we heard the chaise stop at the door. 
She started up, and was hastening out to re- 
ceive her; but recollecting that Mrs. W. might 
prefer meeting her niece alone, she returned. 
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looking agitated^ which> for her, is very un- 
usual. In a few moments I heard a sweet 
▼oice, saying '^ Where is Grace !" Immediately 
the door opened, and the most lovely, interest- 
ing-looking girl I ever beheld, flew into Grace's 
arms. I saw, in an instant, how dearly they 
loved each other 5 and how much more deserv- 
ing she was of Grace's friendship than I could 
be. And, instead of sympathising in her plea- 
sure (as I certainly should have done, if my 
friendship had been as disinterested as I ima- 
gined) I felt jealous and miserable. They ex- 
changed but few words then, as she was soon 
called away by Mrs. W. but they were words 
of which I well understood the meaning^ I 
left the room at the same instant ; for I could 
not venture to stay and speak to Grace, as the 
tears were in my eyes : and I should have been 
ashamed for her to see it. I therefore ran up 
stairs to my own room, to recover myself 3 but 
had not been there long, before I saw them go, 
arm in arm, into the garden 3 where they walk- 
ed up and down a long time, in earnest conver- 
sation : while I stood alone, watching them, and 
feeling so forlorn ! I was mortified, too, that 
the other girl^s should see (as I was sure they 
soon would) Grace's preference for anoth^ 



// 



,y Google 



lis €ORRB8FON1)BMC£ 3BTWEEN 

friend : i>7 wbich I was justly puQished^ for the 
^y pride I h&d t^km in their witnessing piir 
intimacy. 

The next time Grace and I met^ instead ol 
any distance or indifference in her manner, 
mch as I had anticipated^ she appeared exactly 
the same as «ver ; but she began at ono0 tp 
speak of her friend 3 and said, she wished I 
was going to stay another half year, that I 
mig^t know and love her as well as she did. 
To that I was silly enough to reply, '' N0, 
Gfaee, it is mueh better that I am goingr^ 
should only be an imtruder/* At ikiB, she 
looked at me> for a moment, with sxirpripe; 
and Uien said, with a smile, " Is this liaura, 
or Jessy f^* I fek that I deserved thid$ teit 
still, to justtfy myself, 1 said, '' Don't suppose, 
Grace, that I am «o unreasonable as to comr 
pkain of your loving another friend so much 
better than me : I only thought it would have 
been more candid ^ you had told me so before,: 
I thou^t I might have deserved that confir 
dence/* "What confidence, Laura?" said she; 
" I have told you, many times, that Miss W. 
was my friend, and that I loved her sincerely : 
this is all I had to say about it : who told you 
that I loved her ' so much better* than you ?*' 
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'* N(^/* I 8aid> '' I needed not for any oat to 
Idl sie that; far HSud I ivas stwe it muit be 8o^ 
M «be was so much mj saperior." '' Really^ 
l4a»n^" said Graee^ '' you must have made 
good use of your opportunity of judging of 
Miss W.*8 character^ to kaow so much abcMit 
her ali«ady ! Howeyer> I confess there is one 
respect ia which I think she is your superior t 
vAea we were waUdng la the garden just now; 
we were talking about you the greatest part of 
thetiflse; audi was telling her how anieh I had 
eiQoyed yonr fdeadship : at which, instead of 
ap pear ing at all dis[rfeMed« she seeaaed truly 
rqoiced; and said, how glad she was that I 
kad lauad such a fiiend." 1 searoely kaow 
whether this reproof was most kind or seyere ; 
I OQuld only answer it by my tears ) and at last, 
bf intreating Grace to forgive my unreason- 
ableness. Since thea, she has taken care, by 
her unaltered manner^ and constant affisction, 
to convince me that my fears were groundless^ 
and when she and Miss W. are together, they 
generally invite me to join them, which is 
very kind : and as for Miss W. the more I see 
of her, the more I must admire her. But still, 
I sometimes distress myself with thinkii^ 
that Grace does this more £rom her kind con- 
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sideimtion of my fedings^ than from inclina* 
tion : and there again I am punished for my 
jealousy 3 for if I had not betrayed it^ there 
could have been no room for such a suspicion. 
Birs. W. knew nothing about it till the other 
day> when, happening to meet her alone, 
she looked at me and said, *^ What are you 
thinking about, Laura ? You look uncomfort- 
able.** The thing was, that I had just hap- 
pened to find Grace and MissW. in private 
conversation J and observed that they changed 
the subject as soon as I appeared, so that I 
knew I had interrupted them, and therefore 
withdrew immediately : this was all ; but I 
suppose I looked a little disconcerted, though 
I was not conscious of it. Instead of answerw 
ing Mrs. W.'s question, however, I burst into 
tears. She inquired the cause, very kindly i 
and as soon as I could, I told her all — all that 
I had felt about Grace and Miss W. She 
thanked me for speaking so unreservedly to 
her 5 and said she was glad I had done so, 91 
it afforded her an opportunity of giving me 
advice, which might save me a great deal of 
pain in future, if I attended to it. " My dear," 
said she, '^ I would fain convince you, that 
these little jealousies, very common in youth- 
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fal friendships^ defeat their own puirpose so 
entirelyythat it is much wiser never to indulge 
them. Suppose now^ that when my niece 
eame^ you had not admitted a thought of this 
kind 5 but knowing Grace's attachment to her, 
had cordially rejoiced in it, as you would have 
done if any thing eke had occurred to give 
her equal pleasure. Suppose, that when they 
were inclined to converse' together, you had left 
them to do so, with open good-nature and 
cheerfulnesii 5 confiding, as you have reason to 
do^ in her friendship: would not the conse- 
quence have been, that, itistead of fearing to 
give you uneasiness by every attention she pays 
to her friend, she would have admired your 
disinterestedness and good-nature, and have 
loved you just so much the more? Laura," 
she added, '' there is no way of being loved, 
but by being amiable ^ but when we begin to 
comjdain and fret, because we are not loved 
well enough, we cease to appear amiable, and 
become troublesome. Besides, of this we may 
assure ourselves, that, although there may be 
particular cases in which our conduct is mis- 
taken, or our characters not understood, yet, 
upon the whole, our friends (those I mean 
who really know us) love us as well as we de* 

6 
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Hrve. Chantcter will, in time^ find its proper 
Ulwel in the estimation of others ^ and with 
this just meastire of esteem, (though it may 
lUl below what our affection or our vanity 
would demand) it is eminentfy the part of hu- 
mility and of good sense to be contented/' 

As Mrs.W. said this, I resolved to endea* 
vour to subdue my jealousy j and I have in 
a great degree succeeded. Dear Grace, cer- 
tainly, has done every thing on her part to 
remove it. She is to remain with Mrs. W. one 
more half year; and I think I shall soon be 
iA>le to say, that I am not only not sorry, but 
poisfitively glad that she will have a friend v^ith 
lier when I mn gone. 

You see, dear mamma, that I tell you all 
my ftMdts : — no, though, I don't mean all, 
but some of them. Indeed, if I were aot to 
write about what is uppermost in my mind, 
mhie would be such stiff, foimal epistles, that 
you would not like them at all : besides, if I 
were to appear without a great many fiaults, 
I know you would never believe me to be 
70itr own daughter, 

LAURA. 
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LETTER XXU. 

Could I behold my dear daughter, 
fiurrounded by the gay group of her associatef , 
many an interesting and anxious reflection 
would be excited in my mind, both on her 
behalf and theirs. 

To contemplate a number of intelligent 
creatures rising into life, creates pleasing ex- 
pectations. We long to see their mental facul- 
ties keefy pace with thdr growing stature, 
that they may become valuable acquisitions to 
society, which now looks towards them with 
just and important claims. 

Many of them, fresh and vigorous, are 
conunencing what affords promise of a long 
journey : may they choose the right path, (the 
path of wisdom) and pursue a steady pace, 
without swerving to the right hand or to the 
left! Such are our fond hopes } but ex{>erieBce 
allays them with fears, while we see many a 
one making hasty advances towards maturity. 
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without a proportionate progress in wisdom 
and virtue. 

On the other hand, the delicate form of 
some of the train would excite apprehensions 
that their journey will he short ; that '' the 
wind will pass over them and they will be 
gone." Many a tale of woe proclaims it pos- 
sible, that '' a flower may fode before 'tis 
noon." Youth then, interesting youth, in- 
spires us, alternately, with hope and fear ; and 
justifies the salutary admonition, to '' remem- 
ber their Creator*' during that advantageous 
season. 

I should perceive some amid the sprightly 
train, on whom nature has been lavish of her 
gifts: ^' daughters like polished stones, po- 
lished according to the similitude of a palace." 
Can any one behold so many fair forms with- 
out emotions of delight? How unwilling are 
we to suppose, that the face is not an index to 
the heart! — ^That humility, meekness, kind- 
ness, modesty,— every virtue, and every grace> 
has not there its abode, to increase in glory 
and beauty, when ** the earthly house of this 
tabernacle shall be dissolved," and fall into 
ruins !. 
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How is the eye dazzled by the gaiety of 
the group ! All the tints of the rainbow are 
pat in requisition^ in compliance with the ca* 
prices of fancy^ or the suggestions of taste. 
We perceive^ perhaps^ here and there^ one who, 
by the simplicity of her attire> excites a hope 
that she is cultivating those internal graces^ on 
which He who r^ards not the outward ap- 
pearance looks with complacency: who like 
*' the king*s daughter,** we may hope, is *^ all 
glorious within i — ^her clothing of wrought 
gold." 

Some of your number have the gifts of 
fortune, are bom to higher expectations than 
the rest, and may, therefore, become more ex- 
tensive blessings to society. May such '' know 
how to abound !" that is, how to use those 
talents which Providence may entrust to their 
disposal: not supposing that wealth is be- 
stowed for the mere purpose of procuring the 
luxuries and splendors of life : nor forgetting 
that it cannot purchase peace of mind, or 
health of body; much less bribe the king of 
terrors, or give a ransom for the soul. 

Of the individuals composing this young 
assemblage, we can judge no farther than as 
external appearances may indicate. Their fu- 
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ture charadefs or destinatioiis in life are con- 
cealed fh)in oat yiew. This only we know, 
that the human race is " born to trouble :" 
we, therefore, infer, that each one, howerer 
joyous now, will have a portion of what all 
are heirs to : that each will have to struggle, 
in a greater or less degree, with the vicissi- 
tudes and trials of life. 

Some may be called to important services, 
and more conspicuous stations : how well they 
will acquit themselyes, and what figures they 
may make in the society to which they belong, 
who can foresee } While it will be the lot of most 
(no unenviable one) to pass through the vale 
of life comparatively unobserved, exciting little 
notice but in their own narrow circle. 

But, however diversified the circumstances 
of these individuals may be, in one thing they 
are alike. Time carries on his operations with 
impartiality : he maintains a steady pace, with 
his hours, and days, and months, and years. 
We can scarcely now realise the idea of such 
sprightly forms bending tinder decrepit age, 
and being so metamorphosed by his irresistible 
hand. Humanity would weep over the ruins 
of nature, did not a cheering voice firom 
heaven revive our hopes, and bid us look to 
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andher period^ when /' this mortal sbiA have 
fMit OB immortalHjF^'* wineB this now pkmsnig 
form, however failen to deea7> shall be reno* 
Tsted, and rise from the dust infinitdy in* 
proved, and glorious beyond our conception* 
But remember, '^ tiiis strong consolation*' be- 
longs only to those, '^ who have fled for refuge^ 
to lay hold of the hope set before them in the 
Gospel." If this were, happily, the case with 
all of you, then, as you now enter the gates of 
His earthly courts on the sabbath, so, one after 
another^ you would enter the portals of His 
t«nple above; each of you, in due time, ^^ ap- 
pearing before God in Zion -" not one missing 5 
a lovely train, clothed in the white and spotless 
robes of your Redeemer's righteousness. But 
if it be true, that '^ strait is tibe gate, and 
narrow the way that leadeth to life," and that 
'' they are few who find it," there is cause for 
eaeh of you to fear, lest you should not be 
among that few; lest '' the cares of the world, 
or the deceitfulness of riches," or the thousand 
temptations that beset your path, should turn 
you aside into the broad, frequented road, that 
'^ leads to destruction." 

Therefore it is, my Laura, that I so fre- 
quently recal your attention to these great 
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realities ; in comparison with which, our most 
faYOurite and laudable pursuits are '' less than 
nothing, and yanity." That you should be^ 
come a proficient in the school where you are 
placed is, indeed, desirable: but it is in the 
school of Christ, sitting at His feet, and learn- 
ing of Him, that we are most anxious to see 
you. You were dedicated to Him in in- 
fancy: you have been directed to Him in 
childhood : devote your youth to Him also. 
It will be '' a sacrifice of a sweet savour," 
which He will graciously accept: and then, 
whatever may befal you in this world, be as- 
sured, that*He will " guide you here by His 
counsel, and afterwards receive you to glory." 
That this may be the happiness of yourself, and 
of all your dear associates, is the earnest prayer 
of their sincere friend, and 

Your affectionate Mother. 
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LETTER XXllI. 

Once more> my dear mother^ and, 
perhaps, only once more before we meet, I sit 
down to address you. It is with a strange 
variety of sensations^ — some pleasing, some 
painful, some quite indescribable — that I think 
of my return. 

I cannot help looking back with regret, to 
the time when I first entered Mr8.W.'s house 9 
comparing it with that, so fast approaching, 
when I expect to quit it. Then, all the advan- 
tage, all the pleasure were to come ; now, all 
is past; this pleasant and important portion of 
my life gone by for ever ! and it is now too late 
to wish that it had been better improved. 

Upon looking at the past year, I find, that 
I have no painful recollections but such as 
arise from my faults. It is not the application, 
the confinement, the privation, that either oc- 
casioned uneasiness at the time, or upon refiec- 
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tion ; but on the contrary, from these I have 
ever derived, and do still, my chief satisfac- 
tlon. But that I have often been remiss and 
negligent in my business, and wrong in my 
temper and conduct, it is that gives me pain 
to reflect upon. If the time were to come over 
again, how differently, in some respects, I 
slKmld act ! I long to assure all those who are 
now going to schoc^, from my own experieiice^ 
that the only way to be happy there, and really 
kaj^ whm they leave it, is, to mprove ih^ 
iijpportuHities. How far I have done so, you 
will soon be able to judge. But, althomgh 
I hope you will not be greatly disa^pmnted in 
this respect, yet I am very certain that I might 
have done more and better ^an I have. 

1 am obliged to refer to the pleasure of 
going home» whenever the thought of parting 
with my dear friends here occurs to me — ^wiUi 
Grace and Mrs. W. especially, and, indeed, all 
my companions ; for ihcte Is not one of them 
that it will not pain me to part wiih: the 
very idea of it makes me like them bettor than 
I thought I did. And even the house, ^e 
schoolHKxm, the pleasant gsrden, where I 
have spent so many happy howrs, I dread leok- 
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l^ink wliait I should do> if it ware not for Hie 
hope^ dittt before a great wkQe we shall see 
eaeh other agadn. She has repeatedly aaid^ 
Ihat she h6pes you wiU allow me to Tisit her 
when she leaves school | and Mrs. W. says> she 
thinks you will^ because she bdieves you w^yidd 
msh our frl^Miship to continue. I also ^enlure 
to hope, that I shall one day have another 
pleasure, and it is the greatest I can think oft 
-—I mean that of introducing Grace to yon» H 
yon shoiM approve of my inviting her. We 
are to correspond, if you have no oljcctioa. 
I must tell you that my jealous fit IB quite over. 

Do yiou know, the two sisters from town 
were so good-natured as . to ask me to visit 
them } bvA although I should like, exceedingly, 
to see London, I am not sure that you would 
wish me to cultivate their acquaintance: be- 
sides, I would rather go to irisit Grace in the 
deserts of Arabia, than see all the cnrio^ties of 
London and Westminst^. 

I'll tdl you something that nade me me- 
lancholy for a little while. A few diQrs ago, 
a lady called on Mni.W. as she wfs passing 
through the town, who had been one of her 
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scholars several years ago. She is now a grave, 
married woman, and had two fine^ rosy^ little 
lK>ys with her. Mrs. W. witt very much pleased 
to see her, and so was sh^ to see Mrs.W. 
While she was here, she came into the school- 
room^ where we all were ; and stood, for some 
time, looking round at every object with great 
attention. ** It seems but yesterday," she said^ 
'' since I was here> a lively, happy school-girl, 
such as these. Do you remember, Mrs.W. 
what a wild thing I used to be ? — ^altered now, 
you see ! Ah, they were pleasant days ! though 
I did not then know it. Young ladies,*' said 
she (speaking to us) *' this is your happy time : 
exgoy it and improve it. A few years ago, I 
was, like you, looking forward to life very san* 
guinely 5 but now, that I know a little better 
what it is, I can assure you, you must not ex- 
pect happier days than these.*' 

She then inquired of Mrs.W. about several 
of her old school-fellows 5 and heard of some 
that were dead, others yrYiO had fallen into 
misfortunes, and of some who were settled in 
distant places. There was one she seamed 
particularly interested about : but Mrs.W. only 
remembered to have heard,. that she married 
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years ago^ and went abroad. " Poor Mary!*' 
said the lady. '^ Do you remember what friends 
we were, Mrs. W. ? We used to say, you know, 
that nothing should ever dissolve our friend- 
ship. We corresponded for some time after we 
left school ', but it fell off at last :— I think it 
dropped with her — mine, I believe, was the 
last letter. She was, like me, I suppose, en- 
grossed by her own affairs. Such is life, you 
see !*' Here Grace and I looked at each other. 
She next walked round the garden and play- 
groand, and kindly invited us to accompany 
her. " Ah, the old poplars,*' said she, '' waving 
their tops in the blue sky, the same as ever !— 
and yet I thought they had been taller ! How 
this place recals old days, and old sensations ! 
Every tree/ every shrub seems familiar: I 
could fancy myself young again." Then she 
seemed lost in thought, till her two little boys 
came running towards her, and recalled her 
recollections. When she had thus visited every 
spot, looking even at the walls and pales, as 
old acquaintances, she took leave. After- 
wards, Grace, and 1, and Miss W. had. a long, 
interesting conversation, about life, and hope, 
and friendship': you might have imagined it 
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was Imlac, and RasseUu, and the Princess 
Nekayah. But> although we made so many 
sage remarks^ and came to such sober condn- 
sions^ I cannot help hoping^ especially when I 
am in high spirits, that I shall be rather more 
fortunate j and in spite of philosophy, my 
heart will sometimes glow and leap at the fair 
prospect of youth and life that seems to lie 
before me. Some people say it is a misarabk 
worid^ and so I suppose it is: but when I look 
round upon the woods and fields, and hills and 
trees, — at the blue sky and cheerfdl sunshine; 
—when 1 hear the birds singing, and the waters 
flowing, and feel my own heart bounding with 
youth and joy, — I must say, it seems to me a 
rery pleasant world indeed ! 

Well, dear mother, I am now coming home, 
to see a little more of it than I have done yet. 
And, notwithstanding all this rambling, I am 
seriously convinced, that my real happiness 
there, as well as here, must depend upon isff 
own conduct. I rejoice to thilik that my edu- 
cation is not to be at an end when I leave 
school : sad, indeed, would it be for me, if I 
were to make no farther improvement, es]^ 
cially in those things that are really importuit. 
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Mrs.W. says, it is a great pity when leaving 
school is considered as a release from mental 
axertion. It ought rather^ she says, to be re- 
garded as the time for making renewed efforts : 
since it must then, in a greater degree than 
ever, depend upon ourselves whether we sink 
into trifling, ordinary characters, or rise to re*^ 
spectability and usefulness. By renewed effort, 
and continued exertion at home, she does not 
mean merely sitting down to the instrument, or 
drawing-lesson, for an hour or two of a mom* 
ing; but that we should use every m^ans for 
cultivating and strengthening our minds; and 
for growing in wisdom and virtue— in grace 
and holiness; so as to become useful and 
happy. 

I hope at least, my dear father and mother, 
you will not have cause to repent the trouble 
and expense you have bestowed upon me. Now 
that I am coming to be your inmate again, it 
is my desire to do every thing in my power to 
make you comfortable, and repay your kind- 
ness; that, though, I can never do; I mean, 
rather, to shew that I am sensible of it. 

Mrs.W. says, and I hope to remember it, 
that the order, comfort, and happiness of a 
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fiomily very greatly depend upon the temper 
and conduct of the younger members of it> 
when they cease to be children j and that she 
has seen the declining years of some kind pa- 
rents completely embittered by the pride^ sdf- 
will> and inconsiderate conduct of their young 
people. She says, also, that when a young 
lady returns home, if she is not so good a 
daughter as she was before, whatever acquisi- 
tions she may have made at school, sJte had 
bitter never have been there. 

In hope of a joyful meeting very soon, I 
remain your dutiful and affectionate 

LAURA. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

MY DEAR CHILD, 

It might scarcely seem necessary that 
I should send you a long epistle^ just on the 
eve of your return home. But as it is a very 
important period to you> and a very interesting 
and anxious one to me, you will not be surprised 
that I should wish to improve this last oppor- 
tunity of admonishing you by letter. 

You are about to leave school^ and to part 
with her who has supplied a mother's place 5 
who has had the care both of your body and 
mind : and the manner in which she has ac- 
quitted herself demands your lasting gratitude. 
A proper expression of it will be gratifying to 
her feelings : let it be such fts will at once do 
credit to hers and to yours. 

You are also to part with your young 
companions : from some> with whom you have 
commenced a friendship that promises to be 
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lasting and advantageous^ because it seems to 
be founded on esteem. I should^ indeed^ ge- 
nerally, be very cautious in permitting your 
continued intercourse with them ; because it is 
not sufficient that I should be satisfied respect- 
ing the young people themselves, I must know, 
also, something of their connexions, before I 
could either admit them here, or trust you 
under the roof of a stranger. As to your friend 
Grace, I should feel but few scruples: the 
character and conduct of a young person is no 
very dubious criterion of those of her oon« 
nexions. Yet, in a case so important, some- 
thing more than conjecture is necessary j and 
this is supplied by Mrs. W.'s recommendation: 
so that you may set your heart at rest on that 
subject, and indulge the hope of occasional 
intercourse with your excellent young friend. 
While I am upon this subject, I may ob*- 
serve, that the first visit of a young lady, on 
her introduction into life, is of more impor- 
tance than some people seem to be aware of. 
Inexperienced, giddy, and elated by the novelty 
of her situation, she frequently, by the levity 
of her conduct, and her ehildish imprudences, 
produces an unfavourable impression upon her 
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firiends^^hieh may require years of subsequent 
prudence and regularity to erase. Also> if great 
caution is not observed in the choice of her ac- 
quaintance^ she is in danger^ from a propensity 
to imitation^ of imbibing false princi[des^ and 
of acquiring bad habits, which cannot be uni* 
learned again at home without much pain and 
difficulty. Indeed, there are so many snare» be- 
setting her in this situation, that it is well if she 
be not entangled in some of them. She is, per- 
haps, introduced to a variety of strangers 5 with 
some of whom she may form hasty intimacies^ 
which afterwards prove undesirable. The ef- 
forts which are frequently made to amuse and 
entertain a visitor operate unfavourably, by 
dissipating the mind, and producing a disrelish 
for the sober occupations of home. She is 
more likely to be flattered for her imaginary 
eicellencies, than to be told of her real faults: 
and the natural consequence of all this is, that 
her parents, brothers, and sisters, appear to dis- 
advantage, as they cannot, exclusively, devote 
themselves to her convenience and pleasure. 
She forgets, that were she to become an in- 
mate, instead of an occasional visitor, she 
would cease to experience those attentions by 
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which she is now distinguished 3 and that she 
would soon have to partake the regular aTOca-» 
tions of the rest of the family. To see people 
as they axe, it is necessary to live with them ; 
and by so doings we should frequently discover^ 
that our first-sight favourites are not so much 
more excellent than our old frieQds> as a tem- 
porary residence with them had inclined us to 
suppose. This is a digression ; but it may 
serve at once to moderate your expectations, 
and to a£ford a useful hint^ whenever such a 
circumstance as a visit among new friends may 
take place. 

But you are returning home. It is a com- 
prehensive word, my dear Laura : upon your 
right estimation of its value greatly depends 
your future happiness. It is chiefly there that 
the lustre of the female character is discernible; 
because home is its proper sphere. Men have 
much to do with the world without j our field 
of action is circumscribed ; yet, to confine our- 
selves within its humble bounds, and to dis- 
charge our duties there, may produce e£Pects 
equally beneficial and extensive with their 
wider range It is no mean art to be able to 
govern well) and those whb have proved most 
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suGcessful in the attainment^ are generally such 
as have themselves submitted to be governed. 
It is the mistake of some young people return- 
ing from school^ that they think themselves 
qualified immediately to take the command : 
and it is a yet greater mistake in those mothers 
.who submit to it. As well might *' a house 
be broken down^ and without walls/' ais to be 
left to the guidance of such a manager. She 
might not, indeed^ like her infant brothers and 
sisters^ fall into the fire^ or into the water> — 
throw down the china, or cut herself with 
knives and scissars) but she may^ by her ex- 
ploits, do what is quite as mischievous in its 
consequences, though less instantaneous in its 
effects. But you, my dear Laura, have been 
trained from your childhood in habits of proper 
subordination: and I should deem such ob- 
servations altogether superfluous, were it not 
sometimes seen, that young persons at this 
period undergo a sudden revolution 5 and from 
the engaging, meek, and tractable child, start, 
all at once, into the pert, self-willed young 
lady. I must say, however, that the spirit in 
which your letters appear to be written, leave 
me little to fear on this subject. 

You are returning home, — I was going to 
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3ay> not for the purpose of eDJoying yoursdf^ 
and taking your pleasure; — ^but^ to a well-regn^ 
lated mind^ the daily routine of duty is ei^Joy- 
mentj— -to live a life of usefulness^ is a per- 
petual pleasure. Nor does affluence itself^ 
where it is enjoyed^ exempt from this obliga- 
tion : it rather enhances it. Those who sup- 
pose otherwise^ totally mistake the purpose for 
which it is bestowed ; and deprive themselves 
of the principal satisfaction it is intended to 
produce. Besides^ they are unprepared for ad- 
versity) unfit to cope with the deprivations to 
which they are exposed^ who hold their worldly 
possessions^ as well as the breath of life^byan 
uncertain tenure. No legal process can so in- 
sure our estates^ or secure them from accident^ 
as to render them certainly unalienable j or 
prevent our '' riches from taking wings^ and 
flying away." We may contemplate with plea- 
sure the prospect of your establishment in the 
woild^ in the same circumstances of comfort 
which have attended you hitherto. But we 
do not forget^ that it is the world into which 
we are sending you : and however well equip- 
ped you may be for your journey, we cannot 
foresee what may befal you in the course of itr 
And whatever be your future circumstances. 
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fiiQial^ and will be no disparagement to any 
station you may fill. If such had not been our 
kabita^ perhaps you might have lacked many 
advantages which you enjoy at the present mo- 
ment; and your future prospects might have 
been douded in the same degree. 

Through the kindness of Providence^ you 
are returning to a comfortable home: but 
cemember, it is not a Paradise, Your parents 
have their trials to harass their spirits^ and 
ruffle their tempers^ as well as others : and in 
piroportion to your filial affection^ you will par* 
ticipate in them $ and by the tender sympathy 
of your deportment^ manifest that in all our 
afflictions you are afflicted. Indeed^ my dear> 
there can be no temporal alleviation of our 
sorrows^ equal to that which arises from this 
source : the cordials administered by the tender 
hands of affectionate children^ possess the hap- 
piest efficacy. If some young persons were 
aware of this, surely they would be more fre- 
quent in the application of them. 

Oj my dear Laura, what a blessing you jaaay 
prove to us ! especially to me, your mother. 
Shall X find in my beloved child, as 3he rises 
to maturity, the confidential friend, witb whom 
I may take sweet counsel; and on whose bosom. 
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as she once did on mine, I may repose all my 
cares ? — One, who will be indulgent to my in- 
firmities, attentive to my wants, and who will 
plant the vale of life, into which I am gradaaHy 
descending, with many a flower, such as she 
can gather, here and there, from the wilderness 
around? What a delightful sight it is, (and 
surely a natural one) when a mother and daugh- 
ter dwell together in unity ! It is like the pre- 
cious ointment, which descended down the 
vestments of Aaron, and exhaled a fragrant 
odour all around. 

Well! you ave returning to your fother's 
house : and this, in a higher sense, may, I trust, 
be said of us. The world is the great school 
wherein we are each receiving our education : 
and the prosperity and adversity which we ex- 
perience, i^e the means whereby the great 
Governor trains us for a maturer state. When 
'^ He visits our transgressions with the rod, 
and our iniquities with stripes,*' it is for our 
final benefit : *' for he does not willingly af- 
flict the children ot men.** When He smiles 
upon us by His providence, when He entrusts 
us with various talents, it is to prove us, 
whether we vdll use them for His glory, and 
the good of our fellow-creatures. Otherwise, 
He may deprive us of them entirely 5 or, what 
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is worae^ continue them without His blessing; 
and desist ftom fatherly correction^ sayings 
" Why should they be smitten any more ? — 
they will yet revolt/* 

We have a task assigned us; and the day 
of our dismission from it, although to us un« 
known, is immutably fixed by Him, who has 
** the keys of death*" May divine grace so 
prepare our dear Laura, that when she is sum- 
moned home by her heavenly Father, she may 
obey the call without reluctance; and earnestly 
longing, as she now is, to return to the abode 
of her earthly parent, may she then feel a still 
greater '' desire to depart, and to be with 
Christ, which is fan better !'* 

Your affectionate Mother. 



THE END. 
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MATERNAL SOLICITUDE for aDAUGHTER'S 

BEST INTERESTS. By Mrs. Taylor, of Ongab. Sixth 
Edition. Handsomely printed in fodscap 8vo, with a beautiful 
fiontispiece, price Ss. boards. 

<* The tQlidecU of these Esiajs are wdl chosen, and Ingeniously 
diversified: and the fair writer displays a degree of piety, with 
a luMwledge and iq»pUcatlon of the Seriptares, wlii^ increases tlM 
▼alne of her work.** Monthlp Rev. 1814. 

PRACTICAL HINTS to YOUNG FEMALES, on 

the Duties of a Wife, a Mother, and a Mistress of a Family. 

By Mrs. Taylob, of Onoab. Sixth Edition. Handsomely 

printed in foolscap 8vo. with a beautiful fiontispiece, 5s. bds. 

*■ The duties of a wife, a mother, and a mistress of a family, are 

admirably ponrtrayed and most successfully urged in this little 

volume. It is a book that will be placed In the hands of those who 

are to fill those enviable situations, with the utmost advantage. 

The sliort religious portion at the conclusion is warm, aifectionate, 

and Just, but not tinged with the slightest sphit of fanaticism." 

BHiUh Critic, May, 1816. 

THE PRESENT of a MISTRESS to a YOUNG 
SERVANT : consisting of finendly Advice and real Histories. 
By Mrs. Taylor, of Okoab. Second Edition. Handsomely 
printed in foolscap 8vo, with a frootispieoe, price 3s. 6d. boards. 

** We are hiq»py to announce another publicadon of this Judi- 
cious and usefal writer, particularly as we think that the present 
will be found among the most valuable of Mrs TayIor*s produ»> 
tloas The slse of the volume is attractive: and the style, though 
correct. Is so unaffected and simple, that every word will be an- 
dersood by the class of readers for which it is designed." 

liontkip Review, March, 1616. 
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ESSAYS IN RHYME, on Morals and Manners. 
By Jave Taylor, Author of * Display,' &c Second Edition, 
price 6s. bds. 

«■ We have seldom met with a volume of Poetry, that bore more 
■tri]diigly the Imprefls of native thought, or that supplied the mind 
more richly with materials for deep reflection." Select, Rev, 1816. 

DISPLAY. A Tale. By Janb Taylor, Author of 

' Essays in Rhyme,* and one of the Authors of Original Poems 
for Irfant Minds," Fifth Edition. With a beautiful firantis- 
piece, price 6s. boards. 

** We never met with any composition so completely and beao- 
tifolly simple both hi sentixneat and etyle, which at the same time 
interested as ^o strongly by the miVotf/^ of its descriptions, some* 
times heightened by the most delicate teaches of humour and 
pathos; by the heart that pervades the narrative, and the air of 
reality which is thrown over the characters.** 

Bcleetic Rev, Aug, 1815. 

ORIGINAL POEMS for INFANT MINDS. By Ann and 
Janb Taylob. Two vols. Price Is. 6d. eadi, half bound. 

HYMNS for INFANT MINDS. By the same. Price Is, 6d. 
half bound. 

BHYMES for the NURSERY. By the same. Price Is. 6d. 
half bound. 

LIMED TWIGS to CATCH YOUNG BIRDS. By the 
same Price 2s. half bound. 

ORIGINAL HYMNS for SUNDAY SCHOOLS. By the 
Mune. Price 4d. or 3s. 6d. per dosen. 

THE CHILD'S BIRTH-DAY ; aiming to state the Nature 
and Importance of that Season. By the Rev. Isaac Taylor* of 
Onoar Price 2s. 6d. neatly bound. 

TWELVE ADDRESSES to a SCHOOL \ with an original 
Hymn to each. By the same. Price Si. 6d. sewed ; ^ bound. 



,y Google 



Boolu pubUtUd iy Tofflor and H€$uf. , 

RACH£L: a Tale. With a beautiful frontispieoetp 

Handfooiel J printed in foolscap 8to. price 58. boards, 
I Be cured 
Of this diseas'd opinion, and betimes; 
For nis most dangerous. 

THE BLIND MAN AND HIS SON, a Tale;— 

the Four Friends, a Fable;— and a Word for the GHpsiei. 
Dedicated to Mr. Montgomery. Handaomely printed in lbolf> 
cap 8vo. with a beautiful firontbpiece. Price 4s. 6d. boards. 
*«* Ttie prufitt arising from the tale of tMt pubUeatton will be 

applied in aid af the SecMjf fw the relief ufAged Femalee 

inShtijfield, 

A LETTER of ADVICE to bis GRAND-CHIL- 
DREN. BySirMATTBBwHALE. Now first published. Hand- 
somely printed in foolscap 8vo. with a Portrait of the Aathor^ 
price 40. 6d. boards. 

THE COUNSELS of a FATHER, in FOUR 
LETTERS of Sir Matthew Hals to his Chilorem. To 
which is added, The practical life of a true Christian, in the 
Account of the good Steward at the great Audit. Second EdiU 
Handsomely printed in foolscap 8va with a Memoir of the Au- 
thor, and a fine Portrait, price 5s. bds. 

** These two little volumes may be safely reconunended to 
readers of every description. They will confirm the sentiments 
of those who are already well-disposed; and may reclaim even the 
abandoned from an irregular course of life. The*Jodge her^ at 
the same tim^ spealu as if seated on the bench, and convinees his 
readers with the arguments of a DivUie, and the affection of a 
Parent." Oeni, Mag. Dee, 181«. 

AN INTRODUCTION to PRUDENCE : or, Di- 

BBCTioNs, Counsels, and Cautions, tending to the pmdent 
Management of AfiSsirs m common life. Compiled by Thomas 
FvLUB, M.D. A new Edition. Handsomely printed in fiyols- 
cap 8to. price 5s. boards. 
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A MOTHER'S ADVICE to her ABSENf 
DAUGHTERS. With an additumal Letter 6n the Manage- 
ment and Education of Infant Children. By Lady Pennivo- 
TON. With a beautiful frontispiece. Eighth Edition, just pub- 
lished. Handsomely printed in foolscap 8vo. Price 48. 6d. bdt. 

•Of all (h« didaetie treatises tptn conddct we have perused^ 
there U none better deserves attention than the present : written 
in a filmiliar, sensible, and easy manner, that distinguishes the 
author posMssed of observation and reading.** 

CriUeml R«vinr. 

LETTERS from an ELDER to a YOUNGER 
BROTHEB, on the CONDUCT to be pursued in LIFE. By 
W. HvssET. Third Edition, in 2 vols. With a fine frontispiecei 
Pri«e 98. boards. 

** This is an elegant little work, and we can safely reeom^ 
mend it to our JnvenUe readers, as containing much sound prac- 
tical advice, without any parade of refinement^ or affectation of 
singularity.*' Crti,X«9lew. 

The STUDENT'S JOURNAL, Arranged, Printed, 
and Ruled, for receiving an Account of every Day's Employ 
ment for the space of One Year. With an Index and Ap- 
pendix. In post 8vo. half bound in red morocco, price 48. 6d. 

*' I propose firom this day to keep an exact Journal of my Ac- 
tloBB and Studies, both to assist my Memory, and to accustolki me 
to set a due value on my Timew** 

iKtroduetkm /• Mr, Oibb9w^t JmrmaL 

THE PRIVATE DIARY : formed on the Plan of 

the Student's JouBNikL, for general Use. Half bomud in blue 
moroocoy 4bs. 6d* 

THE LITERARY DIARY> or. Complete Com- 
moD-Plaoe Book, vrith an Explanation, and an Alphabet of two 
Letters oo.a Leaf. Pott 4to, ruled tbrougbottt, and half bound 
isi morocco, price iSs. 
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THB HOUSE of MOURNING, a Poem on the 

Death of his Son, with some smaller Pieces. By John Scott, 
Author of 'A Ywlt to Paris,* wad * Pant RevitUed: Hand* 
somelj printed in 8vo. price 5s. 6d. sewed. 

' Whither Is he gone, what accideot 

Hath rapt him from as ? 

Paradise Regained, 

THE IDENTITY OF JUNIUS with a distin- 
guished LIVING CHAilACTER established. Printed uni- 
formly with Woodfall's edition of Junius, and accompanied with 
a fine Portrait 8vo. 12s. bds. 

THE NAIAD : a Tal^. With other JPoems. Finely 
printed in 8vo. price 4a, sewed* 

« We think the Naiad does great credit to its author, and ii- 
fords the Indication of talents c^mble of great improvement.—We 
were much pleased with his other Poems. Eclectic Review, 

THE CONFLAGRATION of MOSCOW. APoem. 

The Second Edition, with extensive additions. By the Rer. 
C. CoLTON, A M. Fellow of King's College, Cambridge ; Author 
of ' Hypocrisy.* 'Handsomely printed -in 8vo. price Ss. 6d. 
sewed. 

" Thoogh brief, he |s pointed, animated, spirited. — ^The whole 
poem is written with great ability and spirit, exhibiting poetical 
talenU of a superior easti" Ant^aeobin Review, 

HYPOCRISY. A Satirical Poem, with Notes and 
Anecdotes. % Ae Rev. C. Colton, A. M. FeHow of King's 
College Cambridge. In 8vo. price 9s. boards. 
" Hypocrisy's the univwsal callings 
The only saints-beU that rhigsiUiB.^ Bwiler 
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A COURSE of PRACTICAL SERMONS, ex- 

pressly adapted to be read in Faniilies. By the Rev. Harvey 
Marriott, Rector of Claverton ; and Cliaplain to the Right 
Hon. Lord Kenyon. Second E<Ution. In one volnme 8vo. 
98. bds. 



** Tbe volume before ns it one of considerable merit, and in a 
family, or a country parish, wiU be found of much practical utility. 
The discourses which it contains are clear, simple and persuasive. 

Britiih Critic, Feb, 1817. 

A FAMILIAR and PRACTICAL EXPOSITION 

of the THmXYnNlNE ARTICLES of RELIGION of the 
United Cliorch of England and Ireland. By the Rev. H. C; 
O'DoNMooBiTE, A M. of St. John's College, Cambridge. Hand^ 
somely printed m foolscap 8vo. price Ts. 6di boards. 

ADVICE on the STUDY and PRACTICE of the 

LAW ; with IMrections for the Choice of Books. Addressed to 
Attorneys' Clerks. By W. Which r. Second Edition, enlarged. 
Dedicated, by pernussion, to the Lord Chancellor. In 8vo. 
price 7s. boards. 

<* We are happy in finding a volnme which may safely be re- 
commended to every clerk at an attorney'it desk, as a dear, con- 
else, and osef ol goide to tiiose studies and pnrsnits which will make 
him the better attorney and the better man. It will open to hie 
mind varlons sources of information, from which, during the period 
of his clerkships he may derive the most important advantages; and 
It will teach him the most apt and Judicious mode of pursntng 
them.** British Critic, October, 1816. 

VATHEK^ translated from the original French^ 
with Notes. Thurd Edition. Handsomely printed in small 
8vo, with a firontispieoe, IDs. 6d. boards. 

THE MIRROR^ a Periodical Paper, publisbed at 
Edinbnrgh in the Years 1779 and 1780. By Hbnrt Mack- 
XNiiE, "^aq. and others^ Handbonely printed in foolscap 8vo, 
vrith nx beantifol engravings, ISs. bds. 
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